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Executive Summary
The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) undertook a
series of consultations with children and young people to secure their views on the implementation
of children’s rights in Ireland. The consultations were carried out in the context of the State’s
preparations for Ireland’s next reports to the UN Committees on the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1 , UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) 2
and UN Human Rights Council under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process 3 . Two sets of
consultations were undertaken. 1215 children aged between 4 and 13 years recruited through 21
primary schools, and 46 young people aged 13 to 18 years recruited from selected Comhairle na
nÓg (youth councils).
Both consultations were overseen by DCEDIY’s National Participation Office and Hub na nÓg.
For the consultation with primary school pupils, a working group consisting of management and
teaching staff from 7 primary schools from across the country was established to co-design
the consultation approach and worksheets. To inform the design of the consultation with young
people, an online youth advisory group (YAG) was established consisting of eight Comhairle na nÓg
members who advised on the consultation questions and the format of the consultations.
As the consultations were undertaken during the Covid-19 public health emergency the schoolbased consultation sessions were facilitated by the class teachers with materials provided by the
DCEDIY. The young people were consulted during three online sessions facilitated by the National
Participation Office and Hub na nÓg.
Participating children and young people came from a variety of locations (urban/rural) and had a good
representation of harder to reach populations (children living in disadvantaged areas, non-English
speakers, children with special educational needs (including Autistic Syndrome Disorder (ASD)).

Consultation with primary school children
Pupils had to respond to three consultation questions in the first session (see below). In the
second session, the teacher used an age appropriate illustration to discuss five categories of
children’s rights, based on key principles under the UNCRC. The children were asked to map
individual replies to the five categories.

1
2
3

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/basicfacts.aspx
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Consultation Categories and Principles of the UNCRC
Consultation Category

Principles of the UNCRC
1. Non-discrimination (everyone treated the same
regardless of race, colour, religion or gender)

• To be equal
All children have the right to be treated fairly
and equally.

2. Bests interests of the child

• What’s best for you
All adults should do what is best for children.

3. Right to life, survival and development

• Grow up
All children have the right to grow up, have
food, somewhere to live, enough money and be
able to go to the doctor.

• Having a good life
All children have the right to go to school,
to play and do fun things and activities.
4. Right to be heard

• Have a say
All children have the right to have a say about
what happens in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults.

5
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Findings from the Consultation with Primary
School children

Most of the pupils identified their response to Question 1 as falling into Having a good life
(all children have the right to go to school, to play and do fun things and activities). This was followed
by the category To grow up (all children have the right to grow up, have food, somewhere to live,
enough money and be able to go to the doctor). A smaller proportion of children categorised their
response as falling within remaining categories: What’s best for you (all adults should do what
is best for children, Be equal to other people (all children have the right to be treated fairly
and equally) and Have a say (all children have the right to have a say about what happens in
their lives and to be taken seriously by adults). During the further thematic analysis by the report
writer, Leisure, culture and play emerged as the most common domain. Sub-themes within
this domain tended to capture leisure and physical activities such as sport (e.g., GAA4, swimming)
but also included playing outdoors with friends. The next domain, the Enjoying childhood
included responses that mentioned the freedom of being a child, not needing to work to earn
money, and having their needs (e.g., meals, money, transport etc.) provided for by their family. The
third dominant theme was the children’s Belonging and Pride in their country. This included
the beauty of the country, the kindness of the people, as well as the culture (e.g., own language/
music) and history. The importance of their friends and family were also dominant in the responses.
Children were also appreciative of the free education they received and general safety associated
with Ireland, with a number commenting that this is not always the case in other countries.

4

Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) is an Irish international amateur sporting and cultural organisation, focused primarily
on promoting indigenous Gaelic games and pastimes, which include the traditional Irish sports of hurling, camogie,
Gaelic football, Gaelic handball and rounders.
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Most children categorised their responses to this question under the Having a good life
category. From the thematic analysis, this category captured messages such as not being able
to play outdoors (due to the poor weather) and the absence of indoor facilities. This category
also captured problems with the education system (e.g., Irish as a compulsory subject, too
much homework, lack of breaks in school). In addition, this category included messages about
the environment/climate including bad weather (which limited their outdoor activities), but also
pollution and littering, as well as vandalism.

To be equal emerged as the second most dominant category within responses to Question 2.
The responses to this included their desire for more equal treatment regarding children with some
calling for the ability to drive or to buy lotto tickets. Under this domain children also pointed to
existing inequalities such as geographical divide between urban and rural areas. There were strong
concerns about inequalities in society with a particular focus on homelessness and poverty that
negatively affect some children.
A small number of children referred to racism. This domain also included the theme of bullying,
with several children highlighting bullying by peers, siblings, or older teenagers. Some of the children
coded such responses into the two categories To be equal and Having a good life, which
indicates the impact bullying can have on the lives of children in the school and community.

7
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In response to Question 3, One thing you would change for children in Ireland, the responses
tended to echo the responses to Question 2:

Address homelessness and poverty
Improved leisure and fun included having more sports and leisure facilities (e.g.,
sports fields, swimming pools, indoor facilities). Some children asked for free or lowcost access to sports clubs and financial support with equipment. More playgrounds,
green spaces and amusement centres also featured in the children’s suggested changes.
Children also called for more fun activities including leisure facilities. This included treats
(e.g., sweets shops) and outings/trips (e.g., circus/amusement parks). Having friends and
pets were also suggested to make children happy.

Family environment A smaller number of children wanted to have more time with
parents. Some pupils were mindful that not all children have families to spend time with
and called for action to address this (e.g., adoption processes).

Improvements to the education system Suggestions of changes within
education were among the dominant messages. These included changes to homework/
uniforms and school times (e.g., shorter days or fewer days). This also included changes
to the curriculum (e.g., more choice of subjects in primary school, more PE), free books
for low-income families, removal of school uniform, longer breaks (e.g., more time to
play with friends). Several suggested changes to the teaching of Irish language in the
school, some proposing it becomes an optional subject. Notably, not all were opposed
to the teaching of Irish language, with some pupils from the Gaelscoileanna calling for
the further promotion of the Irish language. A small number of children wanted more
fun activities and fieldtrips.
A small number of pupils made suggestions to improve education for pupils with
disabilities including the use of assistive technologies for children with dyslexia,
wheelchair friendly schools, and recommending that all schools become ASD friendly.

Violence against children This emerged as one of the dominant themes in the
responses to this question. This category captured changes to address bullying from
peers, siblings, and older teenagers. Some children called for greater kindness and
more inclusion (e.g., in games). This theme overlapped with Greater equality/end
discrimination).
continued
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Greater equality/end discrimination In response to Question 2, several pupils
described their dislike of inequalities and discrimination. It is not surprising that many
pupils would like this changed, calling for more equality and fairness. Some wanted to
address discrimination in society more broadly, end racism and homophobia, achieve
more gender equality (e.g., sport) and more generally promote an inclusive and caring
societal attitude.

Not being equal to adults Some children would like to have the same rights as
adults or teenagers, asking to have the right to make decisions, to be able to drive
at an earlier age, to buy lotto cards, and with a small number asking for voting rights.
A smaller number asked for equality (e.g., equal rights to education, jobs etc).

Views of the child Reflecting the call for greater equality, pupils asked for increased
voice on matters that affected them (e.g., school, bed times, screen time, play time
etc.). This included the choice of subjects in school, particularly the option to choose
learning Irish (described within the education theme).

Environment/climate/end pollution This theme captured actions to protect the
environment (e.g., less littering/pollution, vandalism, more biodiversity), and action to
address climate change (e.g., reduced use of plastics, diesel cars etc). Related to this
theme, pupils made suggestions to improve transport (particularly in rural areas) and
more cycle paths. Many of the younger children would like to have better weather.

Covid-19 As might be expected, several children mentioned Covid-19 in their
suggested changes. Whilst some called for the end of Covid-19, many wanted an end to
the restrictions (e.g., end of pods/online school, reopening of shops/amenities, being
able to visit extended family and friends, and going on holiday).

Health and wellbeing As well mentioning as Covid-19 and an end to the virus, some
children also wanted wider changes to the healthcare system. This included access to
free health care, improved GP services (faster responses) and treatment for cancer and
blindness. Also within this theme was the desire for lifestyle changes. This included the
healthier lifestyles of parents and adults (e.g., stop smoking, alcohol use) and children
(e.g., less sugar). Within this theme was a call for access to healthier foods (e.g., lower
cost vegetables and fruit).

No changes Several children were happy with Ireland as it is and did not want to make
any changes.

9
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Consultation with young people
The consultations with young people were facilitated online by the National Participation Office and
Hub na nÓg facilitators using online tools and activities to discuss each of the consultation questions.

1

What is the best thing about
being a young person in Irelan
d?

The findings from the consultation echo many of the messages raised by the children, but also
demonstrate the young people’s evolving capacity to express opinions on matters important
to them. Similar to the primary school age children, the young people expressed a pride in their
country (e.g., outdoor space, clean air) and were appreciative of many of the services available to
them (e.g., leisure, youth services, and mental health services). The young people also described
Ireland as more accepting of diversity and self-expression, with increasing respect given to
children’s and young people’s opinions.

10
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2

What do you not like about be
ing
a young person in Ireland?

On the other hand, young people highlighted problems such as poverty and homelessness, the
experience of the Covid-19 restrictions on school life, the loss of freedom, and increased pressure
put on parents. They raised several issues within the education system: poor mental health support,
special educational needs, examinations and assessments (e.g., reliance on exams), emphasis on
points and grades, and the compulsory nature of some subjects (e.g., Irish and Religion). A small
number felt that not enough accommodations are being made in schools for pupils with special
educational needs (e.g., dyslexia or ASD).
Despite evidence of progress in society’s acceptance of differences, the young people felt that
there is still some evidence of stereotyping of young people in general and particular societal groups
continuing to experience inequalities (e.g., minority groups and people living outside urban centres).

3

What is the one thing you wou
ld
change for young people
in Ireland?

The changes the young people would like to see echoed their responses to Question 2. They called
for improved leisure facilities, the reform of the education system (examination system, alternative
options for students with special education needs, reducing pressure on points/results); and
providing more job opportunities. Some called for alternative delivery options to meet needs of
students with special educational needs (e.g., online courses for pupils with ASD).
Young people also recommended addressing the inequalities caused by poverty, homelessness
and the direct provision system as well as addressing the geographical divide (i.e., urban/rural
differences). They suggested that further improvements could be made on how young people
input into matters affecting them.
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4

How do you feel young people
’s
rights are valued in Ireland?

This additional question was suggested by the Youth Advisory Group to capture whether young
people felt their rights are valued in Ireland. Overall, the young people acknowledged that their
rights were generally valued in Ireland with access to free education at primary and secondary
school levels, and low cost third level education. However, the young people were aware that not
all children in Ireland enjoy all their rights. In their feedback, they drew attention to the needs of
children who are homeless or are in direct provision or special care. The following areas were
identified as requiring attention:

Housing and poverty the need to address homelessness and poverty in Ireland.
Leisure Young people acknowledged that for many young people the available
sporting facilities and options (e.g., GAA) meet many young people’s needs. However,
for some other young people (e.g., young people living in rural areas), the lack of choice
and facilities undermine their right to leisure, culture and play.

Education Young people felt the current education system is not flexible and
responsive to the different needs of young people. The lack of subject choice and
the compulsory teaching of Irish language was viewed by some to act against young
people’s voice and choice in the system.

Healthcare The young people felt there is still too much inequity in the system.
Participation/Voice of child young people expressed the view that action
is required to ensure that the views of the more seldom heard young people are
sought. They also emphasised that the Government should act on the findings from
consultations and encourage bottom-up consultations.
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In 2021, the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY)
undertook a series of consultations with children and young people to secure their views on the
implementation of children’s rights in Ireland. The consultations were carried out in the context of
the State’s preparations for Ireland’s next reports to the UN Committees on the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 5 , UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(UNCRPD) 6 and UN Human Rights Council under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process.7
Two sets of consultations were undertaken. A school-based survey of 1215 primary school aged
children and an online consultation with 46 young people aged 13 to 18 years were recruited from
selected Comhairle na nÓg (youth councils).
Participating children and young people came from a variety of locations (urban/rural) and had a
good representation of harder to reach populations (children living in designated disadvantaged
areas 16.2%, English as second language 4.1%, children with special educational needs including
autism ASD 26.9%).
As part of this process, the Department also commissioned a review of consultations completed
since the submission of Ireland’s last report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. 8 The
review captures the views of 14,567 children and young people aged between 5 and 26 years and
provides an overview of the key findings from the 20 consultations, how they relate to the main
provisions of the UNCRC, and how the findings were acted upon.

5
6
7
8

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/basicfacts.aspx
Fullerton D and Herron (Feb 2021) A review of consultations with children & young people to inform the State’s Report
on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Report to the DCEDIY Child Care Legislation
and Children’s Rights Policy Unit (CCLCRPU).
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1.1 The aim of the Consultation
The consultation was undertaken to secure the voice of children and young people to inform the
preparation of the State reports under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the Universal Period Review (UPR)
process. The overall aim of the consultation was to ask children and young people about being a child or
young person in Ireland and use the findings to assess how the relevant UN Conventions are implemented.

1.2 Methodology
To design the consultation, DCEDIY collaborated with the National Participation Office and Hub na
nÓg (see Appendix 1 for details of the Project Team). As the planning phase commenced during the
Covid-19 lockdown, two online advisory groups were established to inform, co-design and pilot the
two approaches.

1.3 Design of the Consultation – Advisory Groups
Teacher Advisory Group: Primary School Consultations
For the consultation with primary school pupils, a working group consisting of senior management
and teaching staff9 from 7 primary schools from across the country was established to co-design
the consultation approach and worksheets.10 The teachers represented different classes from
junior infants to sixth class with pupils with a range of abilities.
The Participation Office and Hub na nÓg convened three online meetings with the teachers from
junior infants to sixth class to agree the questions and design the worksheets and associated
guidance sheets for teachers. Teachers from the advisory group piloted the worksheets with their
pupils and sought their feedback on the questions and the design and layout of the questionnaire.
The teachers also provided important feedback on the information and instruction sheets.

Young People Advisory Group: Young People Consultations
A Youth Advisory Group (YAG) consisting of 8 members of the Comhairle na nÓg 11 was established
to co-design the consultation questions and to provide feedback on the methodology. Two online
meetings were convened with the group (both using an online platform). During the introduction
session, the facilitators spent time outlining the specific objectives of the consultation and
explained that during the sessions they would try out different tools and activities as a trial for the
online sessions. Thus, the aim of the YAG sessions were to:
consult with the advisory group on the proposed methodology
secure their views and feedback on format and the consultation methods and exercises
gain their opinions on each of the three questions (which would be combined with the
findings from the two online sessions with the wider group of young people).

9
10

11

The teachers were volunteers who gave up their own time to attend three online meetings during March and April 2021.
The Participation Office would normally convene a children’s advisory group to inform the consultation design but
because of the Covid-19 restrictions this was conducted via the intermediary of the Teachers Advisory Group.
The YAG were from Dublin City, Galway, Kerry, Kilkenny, Mayo, Meath, Sligo/Leitrim and Tipperary.
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After the first meeting, the group suggested some slight changes to the wording of consultation
questions (e.g., use young person rather than child). The second meeting was convened using
the online platform using additional software packages (e.g., Canva, Padlet, online Polls, and
SurveyMonkey) for specific activities. At this session the facilitators trialled different icebreakers
(e.g., Rights Runner video 12) and warm up activities (e.g., Menti-meter poll, Lifelines) with the young
people (see Appendices 2(a) and 2(b) for examples of outputs). At the end of the session, the YAG
provided their general feedback on the purpose of the consultation, the questions, and on each of
the activities.

1.4 Challenges for the Consultations
The consultation presented a few challenges. The design of the two consultations took place
during the second Covid-19 lockdown. The restrictions limited opportunities for face-to-face
consultations with primary school pupils and young people. Once the schools reopened, a
directive from the Department of Education stipulated that schools should not be involved in noncurricular activities, and the priority for schools was to deliver the prescribed curriculum. However,
the teacher advisory group identified the opportunity to integrate the consultation within the
Developing Citizenship Myself and the Wider World13 strand whilst also providing an opportunity for
the school to contribute to the wellbeing promotion focus for the School’s Self Evaluation (SSE).
As noted above, the Covid-19 restrictions meant Hub na nÓg facilitators could not consult with
the primary school pupils directly. Thus, the consultation with primary school pupils relied on the
availability of a class teacher to explain the purpose of the consultation and to administer the
worksheets during two lessons. Nonetheless, the high response rate from 21 out of the 24 schools
demonstrates teachers’ commitment to the consultation.
An additional challenge for the primary school evaluation was the timing of schools’ re-opening (AprilMay 2021) which coincided with standardised testing which was postponed in 2020 during the first
lockdown. This meant that many class teachers were focused on the testing and had limited time for
this exercise. This timing also coincided with mid-term school closures. Taken together, these resulted
in the dates for the consultation being postponed to late May/early June, and meant that many of the
completed questionnaires were not returned until the end of June. Possibly reflecting the competing
demands on teachers’ time during this period, not all teachers completed both tasks meaning many
of the questionnaires were coded into the consultation categories by the report writers.
The Covid-19 restrictions also presented challenges for the young people’s consultations. As these
consultations relied on online engagement this restricted potential participants to young people
who (a) had access to smart phones/laptops, and (b) were comfortable with online participation
approaches. However, as the consultations were undertaken in April 2021, many of the young
people had adjusted to online engagement with their schools and Comhairle na nÓg business.14
In addition, the methodology employed in the youth consultations included warm up activities to
place participants at the ease, and to encourage engagement in the activities and discussions, thus
seeking to maximise elements of space and voice in the Lundy Model15.

12
13
14
15

https://www.oco.ie/itsyourright/game
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Social,-Personal-and-Health-Education/
During Covid-19 many of the local Comhairle na nÓg loaned devices to young people to keep them engaged.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/lundy_model_of_participation.pdf
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1.5 Primary School Consultation
Recruitment of schools
The consultation was underpinned by Article 12 of the UNCRC (UN, 1989), which entails respecting
children’s views and using participatory child-centred methods. In keeping with the spirit of the
UNCRC, DCEDIY and Hub na nÓg decided that the consultation should provide an opportunity for
the maximum number of children and young people to express their views. For the primary schools
this was achieved by targeting a cross section of schools (e.g., DEIS16/Non-DEIS, Urban/Rural, English
language/Gaelscoileanna). To capture diversity in the responses, schools were encouraged to include
pupils with support packages and English as second language in the exercise. Schools with ASD
classes, with high numbers of traveller children and migrant representation were actively sought via
the teachers’ networks.

Distribution of Packs
Packs were posted to a sample of 24 primary schools in the weeks prior to the consultation week
(10th May for English medium schools and 17th May for Gaelscoileana). Materials in each pack included
the instructions for teachers, the questionnaires, and table mats/small posters with the five
categories (see Appendix 3(a) for Questionnaire and Appendix 3(b) for poster). Each school received
a pack of 90 questionnaires, to be distributed to students from Junior Infants to sixth class. As noted
earlier, if the school had ASD classes they were encouraged to involve them in the consultation.

Instructions for schools/teachers
As described above, the consultation approach and materials were co-designed by the Teacher
Advisory Group (TAG). The original questions17 for the primary school children had been used in the
2011 consultation.18 The wording of the questions was changed slightly after the feedback from the
Teacher Advisory Group (see Box 1).
Box 1: Revised wording of Questions (Primary School)

Original question

After pilot with children

1.	What’s the best thing about being a child
in Ireland?

1. 	What’s the best thing about being a child
in Ireland?

2.	What’s the worst thing about being a child
in Ireland?

2. 	What do you not like about being a child
in Ireland?

3.	What one thing would you change in Ireland
for children to be happy?

3.	What is one thing you would change for children
in Ireland?

The child friendly questionnaire was double sided with the three questions and an additional space for
a drawing. The questionnaire also collected the following information: age, gender, and school class.

16
17
18

Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS)
The original questions were devised by children during face-to-face consultations in 2010.
Coyne et al. (2012) Life as a Child and Young Person in Ireland https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5a6f53-life-as-achild-and-young-person-in-ireland-report-of-a-national-con/
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As noted above, the consultation methodology asked the class teacher to deliver two lessons.
During the first lesson (Task 1), the teacher was asked to introduce the consultation, explain to
pupils why their opinions are important for the Department, and how their views and opinions will
be used. The teacher was to emphasise there are no right or wrong answers. Younger pupils could
draw their response and the teacher/teaching assistant was asked to scribe the child’s verbal
description of their response. In most schools, the class teacher or teaching assistant scribed
the response for the child for the infant classes. Where a drawing had no scribed response, the
report writers used key terms to describe the drawing. When entering the written responses, the
report writer provided additional information about the response (e.g., if response was a drawing or
scribed) or used a term to capture the meaning (e.g., physical activity, transport etc).
In the second lesson (Task 2), the teachers were asked to use the child friendly poster (see
Appendix 3(b)) to discuss five categories of children’s rights which related to one of the UNCRC
General Principles (see Box 2). Different colours were used to depict each of the five categories.
The teachers were asked to encourage children to consider their individual responses and to map
these to one of the five categories using the appropriate colours.19
Box 2: Consultation Categories and Principles of UNCRC

Consultation Categories and Principles of UNCRC
Consultation Category

Principles of the UNCRC
1. Non-discrimination (everyone treated
the same regardless of race, colour, religion
or gender)

• Be equal to other people
All children have the right to be treated fairly
and equally.

2. Bests interests of the child

• What’s best for you
All adults should do what is best for children.

3. Right to life, survival and development

• Grow up
All children have the right to grow up, have
food, somewhere to live, enough money and
be able to go to the doctor.

• Having a good life
All children have the right to go to school, to
play and do fun things and activities.
4. Right to be heard

• Have a say
All children have the right to have a say about
what happens in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults.

19

However, owing to the other competing demands on teachers’ time, only a proportion of teachers completed the
second task
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1.6 The Young People’s Consultation
The consultations with the young people were overseen by the National Participation Office
and Hub na nÓg and was guided by the planning tool included in the recently published National
Framework for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. 20 As described
above, the consultation approach was co-designed by and piloted with the Youth Advisory Group.
After the meeting with the YAG, Hub na nÓg and the National Participation Unit facilitated an
additional two online consultations with a cross section of young people to explore the same three
questions asked of the primary school pupils.
On the advice of the YAG, a fourth question was introduced to capture participants’ views on how
young people’s rights are valued in Ireland.

20

https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5611-Hub_na_nOg-planning_checklist.pdf
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Safeguarding
In all of the online sessions, before commencing the consultation, participants’ attention was
drawn to the Foróige’s safeguarding link in the online platform chat box. This link was also available
on all the tools used during the different activities. The facilitator also encouraged young people to
answer questions in general rather sharing personal experiences and advised participants that if
they did not want to share particular views with the group, they could message the facilitator or the
report writer using the chat box function (but no one used this option).

Icebreaker Exercises
The icebreaker exercises (e.g., lifelines and online tasks) were undertaken to increase the young
people’s confidence with the online tools and to build their trust with the process.

Data collection
To provide participants with sufficient opportunity to discuss the issues, the group were split
into two breakout rooms with a facilitator and a report writer. The session commenced with the
facilitator asking the group to consider the consultation question, and where possible, to type their
responses directly onto the Padlet 21 shared screen. The report writer also recorded the spoken
responses.
During the break, the facilitators grouped the responses into the five consultation categories. 22 The
group reviewed these categories and discussed the responses providing some more detail which
was recorded by the report writer. The notes from the meetings were combined with the Padlet
outputs in a summary table for each question.

1.7 Data Analysis
Primary school survey responses
All completed questionnaires were returned to the report writer in pre-paid envelopes over a
six-week period from the end of May 2021 to July 2021. SurveyMonkey software was used to collate
and analyse the returns. Each individual response was inputted directly onto a pre-designed
template software capturing:
The type of school (DEIS/non-DEIS, Co-ed/Single sex)
Location (urban/rural)
English language school/Gaelscoil
Class (including ASD class)
Age

21
22

Padlet is an online collaborative tool that acts as a virtual noticeboard for sharing a variety of content https://padlet.com/
For the session with the YAG the next stage involved the young people categorising the responses against the five consultation
categories. On their advice, the facilitators did this and checked if the participants were happy with the categories.
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For each of the three questions, the verbatim written (or scribed) response was entered into an
open-ended box. 23 The report writers recorded the category/categories the child had assigned to
the response. 24 If the response had a drawing but was not scribed, the report writers used key terms
to capture the drawings’ message. 25 The report writer also coded the responses into a number of
pre-coded themes 26 to capture particular rights within the category (e.g., within Having a good
life, the report writers indicated if this related to school/education, play/fun, leisure, family etc.).
The pre-coded data on the categories and themes were analysed using simple descriptive analyses
(e.g., frequencies). The open-ended responses were analysed thematically and presented in a
narrative format, with supporting quotations.

2.1 Who was consulted?
A total of 24 primary schools were invited to participate in the consultation. This sample included
a cross section of schools including urban/rural schools, DEIS/non-DEIS, English Language/
Gaelscoileanna. The sample also included schools with children with English as second Language
(EAL) and 6 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) classes. Among the respondents, 327 (26.9%) were
receiving School Support or School Support Plus plans. 27
Table 1 provides a summary of the profile of schools who participated in the consultation.
1215 children from 21 schools representing 58 school classes from Junior Infants
to 6th class
6 ASD Classes (from four schools)
19 schools had children with Support Plans and 16 schools had children with
Support + Plans
195 (16.2%) children were from DEIS schools
962 (80.9%) attended schools in urban settings
327 (26.9%) were receiving School Support or School Support Plus Plans 28
51 (4.1%) were receiving English as Second Language (EAL) support
182 (15%) children were from Gaelscoileanna

23
24
25
26
27

28

Spelling was corrected to facilitate the use of a text analysis to categorise the data.
If the child had not assigned a category the researcher assigned this during inputting stage.
It was not always possible to code the drawings – particularly for the Junior infants/Senior infants class.
Based on the thematic analysis of the first 100 questionnaires
School Support involves intensive support from class teachers and the learning support/resource teachers. The
School Support Plus process generally involves external professionals and support services. It applies to pupils whose
needs are enduring and/or severe and complex.
As most of the pupils receiving the School Support Plans were attending the mainstream classes it was not possible to
analyse their responses separately.
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Table 1: Profile of Schools (number of schools)

Number
of schools

%

Urban

16

76.2

Rural

5

23.8

DEIS

5

23.8

Non-DEIS

16

76.2

Co-educational

16

76.2

Girls only

2

9.6

Boys only

3

14.2

English language

18

85.7

Gaelscoil

3

14.3

School with ASD Class

Yes

4

19.0

Class with children with School Support Plans

Yes

19

90.4

Class with children with School Support Plus plans

Yes

16

76.2

Children with English as Second Language (EAL)

Yes

9

42.8

Type

Location

Status

Gender

Language

The pupils were aged between 4 and 14 years covering all class groups in the primary school (see
Table 2a) from junior infants to 6 th class. In total 64 classes participated, including six ASD classes
(from 4 schools). Most schools had children with School Support Plans (19/21 90.4%) or School
Support Plus Plans (16/19 76.2%) in the participating classes. From the 1215 returns, 202 (16.6%)
had School Support and 125 (10.2%) had School Support Plus 29.

29

As school support/plus was not recorded on the individual questionnaire, it is not possible to link the response with
the pupil.
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Table 2a: Profile of Pupils by School Class
Class

Junior
Infants

Senior
Infants

1st
Class

2 nd
Class

3rd
Class

4th
Class

5th
Class

6th
Class

ASD
Class

Total

N*

8

11

6

6

7

3

11

6

6

64

%

12.5

17.1

9.4

9.4

10.9

4.6

17.1

9.4

9.4

100%

* Number of classes

Table 2b: Profile of pupils by Age

4-5

6-7

8-9

10-11

12-14

Missing

Total

N**

102

323

306

296

155

33

1,215

%

8.4

26.7

25.3

24.5

12.8

2.7

100%

**Number of respondents (not all questionnaires recorded age)

Table 2c: Profile of Pupils by Gender

Female

Male

Missing

Total

N**

539

578

98

1,215

%

44.3

47.6

8.1

100%

**Number of respondents
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2.2	Primary School Question 1

There were 1,192 responses to this question. Some of the responses were in written format, but
many of the younger children drew a picture with the response scribed by the teacher/classroom
assistant or coded by the report writer. 30
As described above, the responses to the first question were categorised into one of five categories.
Many responses were mapped to more than one of the consultation categories (see Figure 1 for
summary of the responses grouped by the consultation category). It is important to note, that in
many of the responses, children identified their responses to be relevant to more than one category.
Figure 1: Children’s categorisation of the responses to Question 1

Grow up
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good life

87.4%
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100%

Some schools only completed the first task and did not include a scribed response or categorise the response.
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Most (87.4%) of the pupils identified their response to Question 1 as falling into Having a good life
(all children have the right to go to school, to play and do fun things and activities). Just under a third
(30.3%) categorised the response as within the To grow up (all children have the right to grow up,
have food, somewhere to live, enough money and be able to go to the doctor). A smaller proportion
of children categorised their response as falling within remaining categories: What’s best for you
(all adults should do what is best for children)(5.3%); Be equal to other people (all children
have the right to be treated fairly and equally) (6.1%); and Have a say (all children have the right to
have a say about what happens in their lives and to be taken seriously by adults) (2.8%).
As described above, the report writers added further codes to capture the themes and subthemes
within each of the five categories. Figure 2 provides a word cloud of the verbatim responses and
Figure 3 provides a summary of the themes emerging from this thematic analysis. Table 3 provides
examples of quotes within each of the themes/subthemes.
Figure 2: Word cloud of responses to Question 1

football
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beach toys
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free GP visit

education system
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natural disaster

lots of activities

sports club
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people

new things
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clean water

lots of friends

free health care

lots of children

war food
computer games GAA
fun place Ireland
play park
playground
good education

best things

lots of space
dangerous animal

lots of things
lots of pollution
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Figure 3: Themes emerging from responses to Question 1
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Most responses were categorised as falling within the Grow up and Having a good life
categories, capturing the UNCRC Principle of the Right to Life, Survival and Development. Within
this category, Leisure and play emerged as the theme that captured in many of the messages,
with sub-themes covering formal leisure and physical activities such as sport (e.g., GAA, swimming)
but also included less formal activities such as playing outdoors with friends. Playing with computer
games and toys also featured within this theme. This category captured responses that referred
to the ability to enjoy childhood without the need to work to earn money, and/or having their
needs (e.g., meals, money, transport etc.) provided for by their family. The third dominant theme,
titled Belonging and Pride in their country captured children’s descriptions of the natural
environment (e.g., scenery, beaches etc), the people, as well as the aspects of Irish culture (e.g.,
own language/sport/music/history). The importance of friends and family were also dominant
in the responses. Access to education also featured in responses, with an appreciation of the
free education they received, with a number commenting that this is not always the case in other
countries. A smaller number of children were appreciative of other rights such as free health care
and having a family home, as well as freedoms (e.g., living in a safe and peaceful country).
One child summed up many of the positives of being a child in Ireland

..having rights, freedom, peace and the ability
to do the things we do. Have access, accounts,
being able to leave the country, home, friends, family,
pets, money, education, being able to do this and so on..
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Table 3: Examples of responses to Question 1: Best thing about being a child in Ireland?

Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Leisure & play

Access to
amenities

• I’d say the opportunities. There are lots of afterschool school
activities and many fun places to go

• Afterschool activities, clubs, no need to work
• There is lots of activities such as rugby, GAA, soccer and loads more
• Rugby & camogie. Meeting famous rugby players and camogie
players

• Lots of time to play
Education

Going to school
and learning

• Being able to go to school and see all my friends and learn things too
• Education is good
• You get to go to school to study Maths and English. Science
is also fun

• The education is good because of a balanced curriculum. I think the
Government offers a lot for children in need like school lunches

• Learning new things and being able to speak up, stand up for
yourself and being the best person you can be

Enjoying
childhood

The freedom of
being a child

• Children can have a happy life
• No need to work
• No worries. Food. Pocket money
• Although it is not the richest country there is access to food,
education, and water

• You don’t have to keep track of everything e.g., eat dinner, go to bed,
get to school, be picked up from school. The child has just to sit
back and relax

• You still have your whole life ahead of you and you can be childishly
free and have fun with less responsibilities and harder choices

• Toys and treats

Belonging
and Pride
in Country

Being looked after

• Grown-ups look after us
• Having someone to take care of you

Natural
environment

•
•
•
•

The nature
Where I live the nature the beaches the places and the counties
It is beautiful in quiet places
There are lots of green areas, not a lot of pollution, lots of places to
play, no tsunamis

• The beaches
People

• Everyone is very nice
• The people – nice kids
• Pace of life

Culture

• Irish language
• Best thing in Ireland is you can make up stories and you can make
up your own imagination

• I get to learn Irish culture. GAA
• Learning through Irish
• The Irish music and the sport
continued
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Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Having caring
family and
meeting friends

Meeting friends

• Playing with my friends
• We have lots of free time to play with our friends
• Going to school seeing friends

Having caring
family

• Learning, helping, playing with friends, having a home and a place in
mum’s, dad’s and sister’s heart

• Spending time with my family cooking
• Love and care from dad and mam
• A family to care for you
• Loved by a lot of people
Safe

Less risks
in Ireland

• Safe country, no deadly spiders, vaccinations for measles, we can
go to school, not too hot not too cold, it’s a fair country, food, house

• Feeling safe in community
• Ireland is safe
Having peace

Equality

Equal access and
equal treatment

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ireland is neutral
People aren’t fighting
War free country
Ireland is not at war
I love having peace in Ireland it makes me feel relaxed
Ireland is a neutral country, so your dad doesn’t have to go to war

• The best thing about being a child in Ireland is free playgrounds
open to everyone, free sports, free education, a lot of greenery
and entertainment, but most importantly everyone is treated fairly
and equally

• You are not normally discriminated against for stuff like your gender,
skin colour, race and sexuality. Everyone is treated equally

• And what I believe is most important is many of us support LGBTI
• Girls are allowed to wear trousers to school
• Being accepted as you are e.g., wheelchair, short or tall
Housing and
standard of living

Having a home with
family

• A cosy home
• My family and our new home
• Nice home with my family

Access to
healthcare

Health

• Having free healthcare when I get sick so I don’t have to worry about

Views of the child

To be listened to

• The best thing about being a child is being accepted and taken

being sick
seriously

• That people listen to children. People listen to children’s opinions
• Being a child is being accepted and taken seriously
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2.3	Primary School Question 2

Most children categorised their responses to this question under the Having a good life
category (see Figure 4). From the thematic analysis of the verbatim quotes (see Figure 5), this
category captured messages such as not being able to play outdoors, and the absence of indoor
facilities. This category also captured things the children did not like about the primary education
system (e.g., Irish as a compulsory subject, too much homework, lack of breaks in school). It also
included messages about the environment/climate including bad weather, but also pollution and
littering, as well as vandalism.
Figure 4: Children’s categorisation of the responses to Question 2
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Figure 5: Word cloud of responses to Question 2
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Figure 6: Responses to Question 2 grouped by theme
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Be equal to other people (Non-discrimination principle) emerged as the second most
dominant consultation category within responses to Question 2. The responses to this included
children’s desire to be treated equally by older children and adults, with some calling for the ability
to drive and buy lotto tickets. This category also included the theme of violence against children with
several children highlighting bullying by peers, siblings, or older teenagers. Some of the children coded
such responses with two categories Be equal to others and Having a good life, which indicates
the impact bullying can have on the lives of children in the school and community.
The report writer’s thematic analysis identified 11 themes that captured many of the messages
within the children’s responses (see Figure 6). The 11 inter-related themes, ordered by frequency
of mentions, include:

Environment and climate Responses within this theme and Grow up
categories (Right to life, survival and development principle), including children’s
dislike of the weather as well as their concerns about a range of environmental issues
such as pollution, littering, climate change and use of plastics as well as vandalism of
outdoor spaces.

Discrimination/inequality Responses within this theme naturally linked in to the
Be equal to others category (Non-discrimination principle), and children pointed
to societal inequalities such as racism. This theme also captured children’s perceptions
of a geographical divide between urban and rural areas, especially in the context of
transport and amenities.

Not being equal to adults fell within the Be equal to others category (Nondiscrimination principle), capturing children’s desire for equal rights to adults with
some wanting to drive, to buy lotto tickets, to vote etc.

The views of the child This theme linked to the Have a say category (Right to
be heard principle). Within this theme children described their dissatisfaction with not
having a voice or choice on matters that affect them. This included the subject choices
in school (i.e., compulsory Irish) but also matters such as staying up late, watching TV,
playing computer games etc. In a smaller number of responses this captured not having
a voice in general with little respect be afforded to children’s views or the views of more
marginalised communities.

Violence against children This theme overlapped with Not having a voice and
Discrimination/Inequality themes and was raised in relation to both Be equal to
other people (Non-discrimination principle) and Having a good life (Right to
Life, survival and development principle). The responses within this theme captured
children’s descriptions of bullying by peers, siblings, or older teenagers. This also
captured adults shouting at them and ‘bossing them about’ (e.g., teachers/parents).

Leisure and play emerged as a strong theme under the Having a good life
category (Right to life, survival and development principle) and included children’s
concerns about the lack of facilities (sporting/leisure), particularly the need for indoor
spaces to counteract the restrictions imposed by poor weather. They also referred to
the limited numbers of amusement/theme parks.
continued
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Education (Right to life, survival and development principle). Within this theme
(brought up in the context of the Have a good life category), children raised
concerns about the time they spend on homework after long days at school, limiting
their opportunity to engage in other activities. Several children were unhappy with the
compulsory nature of Irish language within the curriculum, preferring to have this as an
optional subject. A small number of children were unhappy with the class sizes and the
school conditions (e.g., small classrooms/prefab buildings). The Covid-19 restrictions
within the school was depicted in many of the drawings of the younger children with
images of bubbles/pods.

Covid-19 restrictions linked to the Grow up and Having a good life categories
(Right to life, survival and development principles). The impact of Covid-19 featured
both directly and indirectly in the children’s responses to Question 2 and Question 3.
Several children made direct reference to Covid-19 restrictions and its impact on their
day-to-day lives (e.g., education, no mixing in schools) but also the wider restrictions on
meeting friends and wider family members.

Homelessness and Poverty (Non-discrimination principle and Right to life,
survival and development principle). Echoing the discrimination and inequality theme
(and highlighted under the To be equal to other people category) several children
referred to homeless and poverty with several drawings depicting people begging for
money. A smaller number mentioned the high cost of living in Ireland and the lack of work.

Health and wellbeing linked to Grow up and Be equal to other people
categories. This theme captured some of the responses to Covid-19 (e.g., vaccine) but
also included access to free healthcare. A small number of respondents referenced the
lack of indoor facilities for exercise and to the behaviour of the public e.g., smoking and
the impact of bullying on mental health.

Parental care Responses within this theme fall within the Grow up and What’s
best for you (Best Interests of the child), a small number of children mentioned the
need to have parents or a family. Related to this, some children described the pressure
of work on parents which meant they had less time to be with their families. A small
number made reference to family conflict in their drawings.
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Table 4: Examples of responses to Question 2: What do you not like as a child in Ireland?

Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Environment and
climate

Littering/pollution

• A lot of plastic. A lot of rubbish on the road
• When I see people and friends littering
• Littering and dog poo

Vandalism

• Vandalism – sometimes older kids can break or wreck stuff and
it can be pretty annoying e.g., bending or painting playground
equipment

Leisure & play

Weather

• Rain – you get bored as it rains a lot
• It rains often
• Rain stops me playing in the park or garden

Climate change

• Climate change and animal cruelty
• The weather and pollution. People throwing plastic bottles on the roads

Access to facilities

• Some sports facilities are not the best
• Not enough indoor facilities
• Not enough sports facilities for children. Small towns and villages

Lack of playgrounds
and fun activities

forgotten about
• Not enough playgrounds to play in
• There aren’t enough fun activities
• Not enough amusement parks
Education

School culture
and conditions
in schools

• The education system. It was changed during the industrial

Homework

• Doing long homework
• I don’t like that when you come home from school after 6 hours,

revolution. Its aim is to cheat the workers, it’s to get people to
follow orders ‘sit down’, ‘go to work’, ‘eat your lunch’. Following
orders is not the traits modern day society values like creativity
• On rainy days at school we don’t get any yard play which is bad for
mental health and no exercise can cause kids to be hyper, bored and
distracted, not making us work our best. I suggest indoor play areas
• The look of prefab schools

we have homework for hours

Violence against
children

Uniforms

• School uniforms
• I don’t like school uniforms, can’t express yourself

Subject choices

• I don’t like the school curriculum
• Learning Irish
• That you need to do a lot of Irish

Bullies

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Abuse by adults/
Getting shouted at

• Drawing of someone (adult?) shouting ‘Stop it’ to child
• Getting punished – drawing of a person shouting and a child

People being mean to you and adults not caring if you are sad
Getting beat up by bullies
I do not like being bullied
When the bully hit me in the eye
When another child hurts me
To be helpless against bullies
Children arguing
People taking stuff off you when you’re using it

looking sad

• People screaming at me for nothing
continued
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Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Homeless/Poverty/
Standard of living

Housing/Poverty

• Sometimes it’s a bit sad having to know how so many people live
in Ireland with no home but can at least have shelter and friends

• All the homeless people because I feel really bad for all of them

•
•

especially at Christmas time. I just wanna bring them
in my house and make them warm
They don’t provide food for poor people
People sleeping outside on the streets because they have
no money
Living in a house that is falling down and rain is coming in
I don’t like it when my mammy and daddy don’t have any money
Homelessness. Sad child doesn’t have a house to live in and it’s
night time
Some children don’t have a home
Homeless children – some people have to sleep rough

Cost of living/
lack of work

•
•
•
•

Lack of work
Cost of living – everything is so expensive
Everything is expensive
The toys are dear

Discrimination/
Racism

• Also, not all people in Ireland respect people who have black skin
• I don’t like all the hospitals because I think some of the doctors

•
•
•
•
•

Discrimination/
Inequality

look down on coloured people and might work slower for them.
If I was part of the Government I would make sure all the staff are
not racist. With just a few changes I am sure Ireland could be the
perfect place to live
Geographic
differences

• The Government forget about little counties and just focus on
large cities

• There are more facilities in Dublin than other counties
Not being equal
to adults

Not equal to adults

• Not going places on your own. Can’t drive. Can’t play lotto
• Having to take Irish, not having power until we are 18 and the
pressure to do certain things

• You can’t do things that adults do like watching movies driving
a car or work

• You want to have a go at something but you are not old enough
• I don’t like the way you have to be 18 to drive a car. I would like if
you could be 16 to drive

• Being bossed about
The views of
the child

Not being heard/
No voice

• Adults’ opinions are more important than children’s
• Children do not be heard enough like they are not asked enough
about their opinion

• Sometimes children are not taken seriously by adults and
sometimes made fun of for being a young person

• When we complain about global issues and how our future is in
ashes we aren’t listened to with the excuse we are just children.
Sure we aren’t really mature, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t
be heard. We are the future generation, we are people

•
•
•
•

Not in control of anything
Nobody listens to you. People expect you to live like they live
We don’t get to pick classes in primary school
I don’t get to choose what subject
continued
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Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Covid-19

The pandemic

• Covid-19 is the worst
• Drawing of coronavirus attacking people

No school during
restrictions

• Covid-19 I wasn’t allowed to go to school. Waiting, waiting for

No mixing/
restrictions

• Covid-19: You can’t see your friends. You have your parents to

my turn
deal with and everything is closed.

• ‘Pods’ – drawing of a building and pods (and what looks like
•
•
•
•
Parental care

playground marked out)
Covid – we can’t go to places or someone’s houses
Covid-19 – can’t do what you want to do
Drawing of children in line (no mixing)
Can’t see family who live in New Zealand

Having parents
and spending time
together

• I never get to see my dad only at dinner time because he works

Family conflict

• Some children don’t have a mam so I want to change that every

and only has one day off

child has a mam and dad

• Drawing of two adults either side of child but child is unhappy
• When mam and dad argue
Other

Community
violence/theft

• People killing people in Dublin
• Drawing of a robbery scene
• People robbing and stealing our stuff

Nothing

• Nothing
• Nothing really
• There isn’t much not to like, the only thing I can think of is the
weather but that isn’t the peoples fault

Other

• Being a child is the worst. Not in a bad way, but we have all been
there where we want to be a grown up. P.S. thank you for giving
children opportunities like this
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2.4	Primary School Question 3

As might be expected, children’s categorisations of the responses to Question 3, What is the one
thing you would change for children in Ireland? were also broadly similar to their responses to
Question 2.
Figure 7: Children’s categorisation of responses to Question 3
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In response to Question 3, One thing you would Change for Children in Ireland, over half (54.8%)
of the responses were categorised within Having a good life. A quarter of responses were
categorised as falling into the Be equal to others (24.5%) and Grow up (24%). Several
responses featured in more than one category. For example, a number of responses that featured
in Having a good life were also categories under Be equal to others and Grow up.
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Figure 8: Word cloud Question 3
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Figure 9: Responses to Question 3 grouped by theme
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The report writer’s thematic analysis of the responses tended to echo the responses to Question 2
(see Figure 8 for word cloud).

Housing and poverty were a consistent theme/subthemes across most schools
and age groups linked to the Be equal to others and Grow up categories (Nondiscrimination and Right to life, survival and development principles). This theme
captured the need to address homelessness and poverty, with many referring to
children going hungry and begging on the streets. It also captured suggestions to address
homelessness and food poverty, and the need for financial support (see Table 5a).

Table 5a: Examples of responses to Question 3 (Homelessness & Poverty)

Theme
Homelessness
and Poverty
(adequate
standard of living)

Subtheme

Quote

Homelessness

• Families that are homeless and that don’t have any food. [That is]
so sad to hear

• If people don’t have houses they would get money and house
perfect for family, everyone will have shelter

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is no homelessness
Everyone has a house to keep them dry
Housing for every child
All children should have a home
Housing for those without it
For everyone to have a home because not everyone does
All children should have a home
I would like for no one in the future to have to deal with
homelessness – that’s denying our rights

• I wish we could build more free shelter for homeless
• All children can have a roof over their head and for school products
to be free

• I would get rid of homelessness by making houses cheaper
• More homeless shelter and soup kitchens all around Ireland
Poverty

• I would like to help the poor
• Free food and houses
• Be kind to the poor
• Give hungry children food
• God to give poor people money because they deserve a better life
• Give the poor 90% of food, warm clothes and blankets
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Improved leisure, play, fun and treats included the need for sports facilities
(e.g., sports fields, indoor facilities, swimming pools) linked to the Grow up category
(Right to life, survival and development). Playgrounds and green spaces also
featured in the children’s suggested changes. Some children asked for free or low-cost
access to sports clubs and financial support with equipment. Children also called for
more leisure facilities including amusement centres. As described above the weather
in Ireland was a dominant theme in children’s dislikes about living in Ireland. Possibly
reflecting this, children would like to see more indoor facilities, for sport and for leisure.
(See Table 5b).
Several of the younger children suggested ways of making children happy. This included
treats (e.g., sweets shops) and outings/trips (e.g., circus/amusement parks). Having
friends and pets were also suggested to make children happy.

Family environment and friends covered children’s desire to have more time
with their parents. Some pupils were mindful that not all children have families and
called for action to address this (e.g., adoption processes). The importance of having
friends was also identified within this theme (see Table 5b).

Table 5b: Examples of responses to Question 3

Theme
Leisure, play, fun
and treats

Subtheme

Quote

Having more
facilities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low cost/
free access to
sports
Play parks

More water parks
Open swimming pools so more children can learn to swim
More outdoor facilities
More indoor facilities
More indoor sports buildings
A bigger skate park
I think all schools should have an astro or an indoor court
I would change that you do not have to pay for membership to join
your sports club

• You play sports for free. Sports gear is free
• Make family memberships at clubs be free
• More playgrounds
• Have a children’s area in public places like shopping centres
• More play parks would be pretty nice. Put up a giant umbrella
above the parks

• Stop vandalism. Fix playgrounds
More fun

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make children have a fun life
More sweet shops
Circus tent
More candy
Have a sleepover
Pizza treats
Change my phone
Give treats to child
Going on the merry go round
To have a fun life do our favourite things
Make everything free
continued
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Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Leisure, play,
fun and treats
(continued)

Pets

•
•
•
•

Family
environment
(and friends)

Spend time
with family

• I would change that parents don’t work all day and get to see their

More animals to play with
Letting every child have a pet
I want to change nature/life so no animals die
Lots of happiness and be nice to animals
children for an hour or more everyday

• We should not have to pay for preschool or crèche in case parents
can’t get a job and can’t earn money but aren’t able to mind you

• For adults to see their kids more often
• To go for more walks with my family
Friends for
children

•
•
•
•
•

Be friends with them (children)
That you have friends by your side
Friends for everyone
Child with friends
Make sure everyone has a friend

To have a
home/family

•
•
•
•

All kids to have a house and a mum and dad
Help children in adoption centres
I would change that more children would get adopted
I would change the prices and costs of being a child because
some people are being put up for adoption because of the cost of
themselves not knowing if they will see their caring mom and dad
or their siblings ever again
For every child to get no abuse off their mams and dad
That everyone has a mammy and daddy and food
Give children with no mammy or daddy money
Some children don’t have a mam so I want to change that every
child has a man and dad
Everyone is treated equally including children who don’t live with
their families
I would change the way kids do not get their say in family court
orders or in family decision-making

Children in need
of protection
and care

•
•
•
•
•
•

Improvements to the education system was captured under the Having a good
life category (Right to life, survival and development principle). As might be expected,
suggestions of changes within the school setting featured in many of the responses. These
included: having more fun things in schools, changes to homework (none or reduced), the
removal of school uniforms, and shorter weeks (e.g., 3 or 4 days) or shorter days (later starts
or earlier end). Some made suggestions to the school curriculum (e.g., choice of subjects)
and more time allocated to PE and yard time. Others called for changes to the cost of
uniforms and books.
Several children suggested changes to the teaching of Irish language in the school, some
proposing that it become an optional subject, with a small number suggesting it is taught in
a different way. Notably, not all were opposed to the teaching of Irish language, with some
pupils from the Gaelscoileanna calling for the further promotion of the Irish language. A small
number of children wanted more fun activities and fieldtrips (see Table 5(c))
A small number of children made specific suggestions to improve education for children with
learning and/or physical disabilities. Suggestions included making all schools ASD friendly,
more assistive technology for children with dyslexia (e.g., iPads), and making schools more
wheelchair friendly.
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Table 5c: Examples of responses to Question 3 (Education)

Theme
Education/
School

Subtheme

Quote

General

• More fieldtrips in schools
• More fun things
• More educational tours
• I think it should include more fun things in school and more subjects
to prepare us for secondary school. I’d also like more tours even for
educational benefits as sometimes you learn more this way

• More school trips
• Participant: Teachers will not let pupils go to toilet during class time
Special
Educational
Needs (SEN)

• All schools are autism friendly (Disability)
• More iPads for people with dyslexia
• It would be easier for people in wheelchairs if there were fewer stairs
• Everyone should have respect for children with autism (disability)
safe for wheelchairs, this would make a difference for all

Cost of books/
uniforms

• I would change that school books are free and education
• I would change the prices of school uniforms since you do not have
the option of wearing them or not

• Free school supplies should be provided for any child that needs
supplies that can’t afford them

• Free school books at the start of the year because books are
sometimes really expensive

PE/Time in yard/
After-school
clubs

• Having 2 days of PE and for 11/2 hours. Because children need
exercise and it’s very fun

• I think we need more P.E., and more activities should be in the school
day and at least one hour

• Playground equipment
• More school breaks
• Play park in school
• Sports equipment in the yard. After-school clubs
• More school activities/sports
• More yard time
• I would like after-school activities and clubs.
• Have longer break time/more time outside
• More sports days. After-school clubs
• After-school clubs
• Swimming pool at school
• More sport facilities at school
• More freedom with PE. We should be able to pick our own games
• Allowed to play football in the yard
• Longer playing times outside
• Being able to play outside more often
continued
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Theme

Subtheme

Quote

Education/
School
(continued)

Change
Homework

• I would change homework because aren’t we supposed to learn that
in school

• The amount of homework in secondary school because many
students get stressed

•
•
•
•
Uniforms

Written homework – it takes too long. Reading and spelling is enough
No homework but have an hour extra in school
No homework during sunny days so we can enjoy the sunny weather
No homework on Mondays and a day off school every 2 weeks

• Not having to wear uniforms it would allow us to express ourselves
more plus uniforms are uncomfortable

• Uniforms – our own clothes
Irish language

•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduced emphasis
Learning Irish should be optional
No Irish
Irish should be optional and can be changed out for another language
Have the choice to learn Irish
Irish is a hard subject to learn and I think there should be a choice
for the child’s parents to let them learn Irish

• The way Irish is taught
• Try reduce the importance of Irish (language) because some kids get
very stressed if they do not understand the language

• Irish Bo [bua] na cainte [Irish curriculum books]
• Wider promotion of Irish Language
• That children have the option to speak Irish because a lot of people
speak English

• Choice of learning Irish and that we learn sign language
• More Irish speakers
More options
with subjects

• Option to learn different languages in primary school
• Try to make history, Irish and other hard subjects more fun and
exciting

• To be able to choose our own subjects in primary school. History
and Science in English because I would find it easier to understand
(Gaelscoil)
School starts/
time

• The time school starts. If it started at 10 o’clock it might give people

Reduced days

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

more time to get ready and get to school on time
I would change the amount of time we have in school
No school in June to enjoy the good weather
School times – shorter school days
Half days on Wednesday. Half day on Friday
3 day weekend and 4 days for work and school
No school on Fridays
Secondary school hours should be the same as primary school
Four days in school and three days off
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Violence against children/bullying and ending discrimination were also among the dominant
responses to Question 3.

Violence against children is linked to two categories To be Equal and Having
a good life (Non-discrimination and Right to life, survival and development
principles). Responses within this category captured changes to address bullying from
peers, siblings, and older teenagers. Some children called for greater kindness to each
other and more inclusion (e.g., in games) (see Table 5d). This theme also overlapped
with Greater equality/end discrimination theme.

Greater equality/end discrimination This theme also captures two consultation
categories To be equal and Having a good life (Non-discrimination and Right
to life, survival and development principles). In response to Question 2 several pupils
described their dislike of inequality and discrimination. It is not surprising that many pupils
called for more equality and fairness. Some children would like to have the same rights
as adults or teenagers, asking to have the right to make decisions, to be able to drive at an
earlier age, to buy lotto cards, and with a small number asking for voting rights. A smaller
number asked for equality (e.g., equal rights to education, jobs etc).
There were also comments made regarding inequalities in the broader society, with
children calling for an end to discrimination, racism and homophobia, and more gender
equality (e.g., sport) (see Table 5d).

To have increased choice and say on their lives This theme linked to the
Have a say category (Right to be heard principle). Reflecting the call for greater
equality, pupils asked for increased voice on matters that affected them (e.g., school, bed
times, screen time, play time etc.) (See Table 5d). This included the choice of subjects in
school, particularly the option to choose learning Irish or to learn different languages, and
the selection of schools (described within the education theme) (Table 5c).
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Table 5d: Examples of responses to Question 3 (d) (Violence against children/Discrimination & Inequality)

Theme
Violence against
children

Subtheme

Quote

Address
bullying

• For no BULLYING
• Stop bullying
• I would try to stop bullying because bullies can really hurt
someone’s feelings.

• Children that won’t be bullied
• Bullying. It can cause depression and suicide. We have to
stop! Real life bullying and cyber bullying.

• People getting on
Discrimination and
Inequality

People being
kind to each
other

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Not being equal
to adults

Where kids can all be included with fun
No child to be left out
No one should be left out in games
People should be nicer to children
That everyone loves everyone and is nice to everyone
(scribed)
Donate to charity
People share with other people
About being friendly to them and be kind and nice
Change people to be kind to kids
All kids must be kind
Be kind to them and take good care of them mind them
Everyone is treated the same way. No one gets left out.
Everyone is kind. Everyone shares
Being kind
Caring for people
Share my football with other children
Everyone is treated the same way. No one gets left out.
Everyone is kind. Everyone shares
End racism, bullying
For refugee centres to be more pleasant
Equal education for everyone

Gender
differences

• I would change the fact that there is still sexism even though

Homelessness/
poverty

• See Table 5a

To be equal to
adults

•
•
•
•
•
•

that was apparently gotten rid of. Girls’ GAA is not played at
the same level as Boys GAA, we are equal? I honestly don’t
think so
• Have more things for non-binary people like toilets in schools
• Clothing: There are Boys only and Girls only sections. I can
wear what I want. In girls sections there are always dresses
• Girls get the same credit in GAA as boys

Not being looked down on and being defined as a child
Children should have more rights
Right to vote
Allow them to go out on their own before they are teenagers
Children should be [allowed] to vote in [presidential elections]
Children can get their driver’s licence earlier
continued
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Theme
Not being equal
to adults (continued)

Subtheme

Quote

To be equal
to adults
(continued)

• To be allowed to do more stuff that adults can do
• Same rights as adults
• Not being able to do certain stuff like being able to do escape

rooms without being over 9 being able to have the same rights
as a 9-year-old than as a teenager
• Equality – adults not mean to children
• That children would be allowed to do more things legally
• Make the law to take children over 8 more seriously
Views of child

To be heard

• A little more power
• That once every year our parents had to listen to us on the
25th May

• Letting us children have a voice – picture of children protesting
against an adult not listening to them

• I would like for kids to have more say in things like choosing
schools and in other situations

• Children deserve a say in their community linking to
environment works

Environment/climate/end pollution This theme linked to the Grow up category
(Right to life, survival and development principle) and captured actions to protect the
environment (e.g., less littering/pollution, vandalism, more biodiversity), and action to
address climate change (e.g., reduced use of plastics, diesel cars etc). Many of the younger
children would like better weather. Related to this theme, pupils made suggestions to
improve transport (particularly in rural areas) and more cycle paths (see Table 5e).

Covid-19 As might be expected, several children mentioned Covid-19 in their
suggested changes. Their responses linked to the Having a good life category
(Right to life, survival and development principle). Whilst some called for the end
of Covid-19, many wanted an end to the restrictions (e.g., end of pods/online school,
reopening of shops/amenities, being able to visit extended family and friends, going on
holiday) (Table 3e).

Health and wellbeing As well as mentioning Covid-19 and an end to the virus, some
children also wanted wider changes to the healthcare system (Grow up category
and Right to life, survival and development principle). This included access to free
health care, improved GP services (faster responses) and treatment for cancer and
blindness. Also within this theme was the desire for lifestyle changes. This included the
healthier lifestyles of parents and adults (e.g., stop smoking, alcohol use) and children
(e.g., less sugar). Within this theme was a call for access to healthy foods (e.g., lower cost
vegetables and fruit) (Table 5e).

Other changes Although not dominant or recurring themes, a smaller number of
children suggested changes to address specific concerns e.g., low internet speed,
no wars, no swearing.

No changes Several children were happy with Ireland and did not want to make any
suggestions of changes.
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Table 5e: Examples of responses to Question 3 (Environment/climate/weather, Transport, Covid-19, Health)

Theme

Subtheme

Environment/

Littering/

Climate

Pollution

Quote
•
•
•
•

Stop pollution
Stop throwing rubbish
A cleaner environment
I would put more bins in parks as well to encourage adults and
children to clean up for the next generation

Biodiversity

•
•
•
•

More bees
More flowers growing
That would not cut down trees
Put more forests

Climate change

•
•
•
•

Stop climate change and help people in need
No plastic usage
People shouldn’t be able to cut down forests
More electric car chargers everywhere, more green areas like places
where you could sit and relax and enjoy the views of Ireland, reduce
carbon emissions
People should stop cutting down trees and destroying habitats
Use less fossil fuel
All cars should be electric and solar panels on every house
Electric cars instead of diesel
Reduce carbon emissions

•
•
•
•
•

Transport

Weather

•
•
•
•
•
•

Public transport

• I think buses should be free for kids because not everyone can afford

Change the rain to sun
To have more sunny hot weather – drawing of a storm
To change rain to sunny and rainbows
The weather – rain
The rain
If I could change anything I would change the weather because it’s
mostly raining all the time
• I wish there will only be rain in the winter
these types of things and they need to get places but their parents
can’t afford a car or bike for the child
• Electric cars instead of diesel
• Have more trains in Donegal

Covid-19

Cycle lanes/
footpaths

• No cars – it would be good if you could walk or cycle – all the roads

End of virus

•
•
•
•
•
•

End of
restrictions

clear for bikes

There would be no virus
Get rid of the virus
An end to the virus
Change coronavirus into paint
Covid not being here
To not have Covid

• All teachers should get the vaccine and then all children can be back
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

in and we will never go back to online school
No more pods or bubbles
To be allowed to go to other houses
That things would go back to normal
The children’s amusements and all fun things should be re-opened
and more facilities to be opened
We should be able to have more freedom in general, and not being
stuck inside, bored
Covid-19 restriction – going on holidays
That we don’t have to wear masks
To have holiday destinations in the sun

continued
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Theme
Health

Subtheme
Healthcare

Healthy
lifestyles

Access to
healthy foods

Other

Quote
•
•
•
•

Quicker doctor services

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To make it healthier

Free GP appointments for under 18s
Not being [sick] and having cancer and being blind
Better doctors

Be more healthy
Healthy and happy
That parents drink a lot so alcohol should cost more
Stop smoking
Smoking near children
No drugs

• Every child will have healthy food everyday so we are not hungry or
thirsty (scribed)

•
•
•
•
•
•

That we get lots of fruit and vegetables at home

•
•
•
•
•
•

No war

Vegetables for every child
Make children’s food cheaper
That we all have a lot of fruit but fruit costs money (scribed)
We all have enough money to buy food – especially healthy food
My dream is we could buy melon in the shops it’s my favourite and
It’s good for children but it is a lot of money (scribed)

That there was no war
Some many options I can’t decide
To have confidence
Build more ships in Ireland
I would change the hatred towards England. Yes they invaded but
those were different people and we don’t live with the same people

• To make cursing illegal
No changes

•
•
•
•

Nothing bec ause Ireland is not bad
Nothing – Ireland is perfect
Wouldn’t change anything
Nothing I just want it to be like it is now

48

Consultation with Children and Young People on Children’s Rights 2021
UNCRC, UNCRPD and UPR

m
o
r
f
s
g
n
i
d
n
i
F
Young People’s
s
n
o
i
t
a
t
l
u
s
n
o
C

Consultation with Children and Young People on Children’s Rights 2021
UNCRC, UNCRPD and UPR

Young People’s online consultation
The online consultation discussions generated pre-dominantly qualitative information which
was recorded on the Padlet software and/or recorded by the report writers. During the YAG
consultation, the participants grouped their responses under each of the five themes. In the
other two consultations, on the recommendation of the YAG, the facilitators and report writer
categorised the responses during the break, which were reviewed and approved by the participants
at beginning of the next session. This provided more time for discussion and clarifications.
During the analysis stage, the report writer created a summary table of the 15 Padlet outputs which
grouped the responses within the consultation categories into themes/sub-themes (see Appendix 4).
The report writer prepared a brief narrative based on each theme supported by direct quotes from
the sessions.

3.1 Who was consulted?
A total of 46 young people participated in one of three online consultations. The Youth Advisory
Group participated in two online sessions (one to co-design the methodology and a second as part
of the consultation process). Two further consultations were convened.

Youth Advisory Group Co-design (Session 1) and Consultation (Session 2)
• 8 young people from across Ireland – 2 males/6 females aged 14-17 years.
• Representing 8 Comhairle na nÓg (Dublin City, Galway, Kerry, Kilkenny, Mayo, Meath,
Sligo/Leitrim and Tipperary)
Consultation 1: 19 young people – 3 males/16 females aged 14-17 years.
• Representing Cork City, Dublin City, Dublin South, Galway City, Kildare, Leitrim, Louth,
Mayo, Monaghan, Sligo
Consultation 2: 19 young people – 5 males/14 females aged 14-17 years.
• Representing Cavan, Cork City, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown, Fingal, Limerick,
Longford Meath, Offaly, Tipperary, Wexford
• Three young people self-identifying (during discussions) as having learning difficulties
(e.g., Autism Spectrum Disorder, Dyslexia)

3.2 Individual lifelines
This activity served to ‘relax’ the young people into the session and asked participants to write or
draw a typical day in their life from morning to night. The participants were asked to take a photo
of this lifeline and text or email it to the co-ordinator. The facilitator then asked for two to three
volunteers to share their lifeline to talk through a typical day. This activity also helped to highlight
how young people enjoy different rights in their day-to-day lives. Table 6 and Figure 10 provide an
overview of the rights identified in the lifeline exercise with all three groups.
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Table 6: Number of mentions of activities depicted in the 30 lifelines (Young People)

Activity

Mentions

Example of Rights

School

30

Education

Go home

28

Home and family

Sleep

24

Drive/Bus/Walk/Cycle to school

23

Homework/Study

21

Education

Breakfast

18

Food

Relax with family/Relax

16

Leisure, Play and Culture

Watch TV/YouTube/Netflix

15

Leisure, Play and Culture

Exercise: Sport/Go for a walk/run

15

Leisure, Play and Culture

Dinner

14

Food

Chat with friends (during or after school)

14

Leisure, Play and Culture

Shower (am or pm)

11

Water

Lunch

10

Food

Get dressed

10

Participation activities e.g., Zoom calls

8

Participation/Expression of thought

Read/Paint/Music/Choir

9

Leisure, Play and Culture

Chores

5

Social media

3

Information
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Figure 10: Summary of activities identified in the lifelines (all groups)

Wake up/get dressed

•
•
•

Brush teeth
Shower
Breakfast

Travel to school

•
•
•
•

Bus
Car
Cycle
Walk

School

•
•
•
•
•

Classes
Lunch
Sport
Meet with friends
Attend meetings

Home

•
•
•
•
•

Relaxation

•
•
•
•
•

Phone/YouTube
Reading
Chatting with family
Chatting with friends
Watching TV

Dinner
Heat
Sleep
Homework/Study
Chores (eg. care for pet/
animal)

Participation/Voice

•
•
•

Physical Activity

•
•
•
•
•
•

Walk with friends
Run (morning/evenings)
GAA
Athletics/Running
Cycling
PE in school

Arts and Culture

•

•
•
•

Information
& Technology

•
•
•
•

Zoom calls/Meetings
School Council
Irish Secondary School
Students Union

Internet (e.g. Phones,
Zoom, YouTube, etc.)
Social Media (e.g. TikTok,
Snapchat)
Newspapers
Books
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Music (Guitar, Piano,
Violin)
Ballet
Reading
Singing
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3.3	Young People Question 1

1

What is the best thing about
being a young person in Irelan
d?

Figure 11 provides a screenshot of one of the completed Padlet outputs from the young people’s
consultations grouped by consultation categories.

Grow Up
This consultation category captured the right to grow up, have somewhere to live, enough money
and see the doctor (Right to life, survival and development principle). In most breakout groups
the young people described the ability to enjoy most of the basic rights e.g., healthcare (including
mental health), support, finance, food, home, safe and protected etc. Many of the responses
captured the right to be a child protected from adult responsibilities.

In some countries with war some children are
put in camps to protect them. We can walk
down
the street and be safe.

ug gle financially to have
Globally a lot of families str
we can be kids, we go to
every need met. In Ireland
playgrounds.
school, can play and go to

We are protected from
having
to take responsibilitie
s.
down the street and
We have freedom to walk
and a lot
not worry. We are protected
of people don’t have this.

Majority of
us have roo
f above our
h ea d s a n d
food on ou
r plates.
I remember we used to do the Christmas
r
shoe box – the children need help with thei
basic needs such as a toothbrush.
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Figure 11: Padlet output for Question 1
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s
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What is the best
thing about being
a young person in
Ireland?

1. Grow up

2. Have a good life

All children have the right to
grow up, have food, somewhere
to live, enough money and be
able to go to the doctor

All children have the right
to go to school, to play,
to do fun things and activities

Safety

Youth in Ireland have many
more advantages and choice.
There are a lot of facilities, like
Foróige and Jigsaw, to help
teenagers in need and Comhairle
na nÓg to help have a voice

I think the best thing about
being a young person in Ireland
is the clean air and open space
that can be enjoyed in the
countryside.
I have outdoor space, fields and
walks for my mental health. I like
to be outside, even if it’s not
with friends during covid, having
the free space is lovely, though
there are not many parks

A lot of youth groups to join
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The best thing about being a
young person in Ireland is the
sport facilities available to us.
There are many different clubs
in each county, it is good and it’s
the best thing for us as it is easily
achieveable and improves
mental health

I think we get a lot of freedom
which is good

Everyone is entitled to
education in Ireland

Young Irish people have lots of
opportunities in school, extra
curricular, activism, etc that
aren't necessarily available
everywhere in the world
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3. What’s best for you

4. Be equal to other people

5. Have a say

All adults should do what is best
for children

All children have the right
to be treated fairly and equally

All children have the right to
have a say about what happens
in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults

It is a modern and developed
country that is mainly open to
different religions and LGBTQI+

I think the best thing would be
the fact that we have a voice
and we are listened to

Ireland is an open country and
we have the choice to skip 4th
year or leave school at 16.
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Having a good life
This category captured the right to go to school, to play, to do fun things and activities (Right to life,
survival and development). Four themes (sometimes overlapping) emerged within the Having
a good life category:

Pride in Country
Leisure and Play
Youth-focused services
Education
Pride in the Country
Similar to the consultation with primary school children, the young people in the online consultation
described the natural beauty of the country as a positive for children and young people.

n in
about being a young perso
I think that the best thing
ed
joy
open space that can be en
d
an
air
an
cle
e
th
is
d
lan
Ire
in the countryside.

I have outd
o o r space,
fields and w
mental hea
alks for my
lth. I like to
b
e outside, e
with friend
ven if it ’s no
s during Co
t
vid, having
lovely, thou
th
e free spac
gh there are
e
is
not many p
arks.
Leisure, Culture and Play
The young people also described enjoying the right to education and leisure.

to go to school,
All children have the right
d activities.
to play and do fun things an
In all the groups the young people were appreciative of the facilities and amenities available to
children and young people. This included sport and leisure, but also culture and arts.

We have different
leisure opportuniti
es – cinema,
museums – all the
services and leisur
e activities.

56

Consultation with Children and Young People on Children’s Rights 2021
UNCRC, UNCRPD and UPR

ve many
Children and teenagers ha
things nowadays.
opportunities to do a lot of
We have easy acce
ss to many facilitie
s
that are tailored to
young people.

Youth-based Services
The young people were thankful for the youth-focused services available to them.

more advantages
Youth in Ireland have many
d
of facilities like Foróige an
lot
a
are
ere
Th
e.
oic
ch
d
an
g
need and Comhairle na nÓ
Jigsaw to help teenagers in
to help have a voice.
The best thing abou
t being a young pers
on in Ireland is the
sport facilities avai
lable to us. There ar
e many different cl
each county, it is go
ubs in
od and it’s the best
th
in
g
fo
r
us
as
it is easily
achievable and im
proves mental heal
th.

There are many mental he

alth resources.

In addition to the facilities where young people can meet with each other, participants identified
the freedom to socialise and the availability of the internet as an important resource to keep young
people connected.

ends in school, outside
The freedom to be with fri
restrictions), or online,
of school (subject to Covid
self.
and to relax and enjoy your
There are so much
great things about
growing up
in Ireland today, su
ch as the internet,
an
yo
ne who lives
in an isolated area
can still connect w
ith their friends.
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They appreciated the youth-based services that helped promote health and wellbeing. In one of
the groups, participants were appreciative of the openness to discuss issues such as mental health
and wellbeing.

Mental health issues
are becoming less
and less
stigmatised and ar
e talked about mor
e.

Education
Overall, the young people were appreciative of the education system in Ireland, and were aware
that compared to other countries, young people in Ireland enjoyed the right to a free education
from age 4 to 18.

es we have
Compared to other countri
.
a good variety until 18 years
We have the right to
go to school from
age 5 to 18. We have
free education.

rtunities
There are many more oppo
years ago.
today rather than 10 or 20

Within the second level system, young people acknowledged some of the opportunities offered
to students during the transition year which provided young people with the chance to gain nonacademic experiences.

ies for young people
There are many opportunit
Transition Year.
especially young people in

Although not free, young people were aware that compared to other countries the cost of third
level education was affordable for many. For young people from low-income families, this is helped
by the availability of grants.

Third level educat
ion is not so expens
ive –
it is affordable.
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In one group, a participant highlighted the educational opportunities offered within the EU
education system.

similar
Being part of the EU means there are a lot of
cheaper
opportunities e.g., college abroad which is
for us than international students.

Be equal to other people
This category captured the right to be treated fairly and equally (Non-discrimination principle).
Two themes emerged within this category:

More Acceptance
Greater Freedom

More Acceptance
The young people acknowledged that compared to the past, Ireland has become a more accepting
society, and felt that people in Ireland are more accepting of differences.

t religious
More accepting of differen
etc.
groups, sexuality, gender
It is a modern and
developed country
that is mainly open
to different religions
and
LGBTQI .

accepting
Younger generations are so
ll be a more
that eventually society wi
accepting society.
Ireland is quite dive
rse, so I get to mee
t
people from all path
s of life.
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Greater Freedom and Openness
The increased acceptance of differences allowed for greater openness to discuss issues including
sexuality, mental health, and racism.

out issues around mental
Being able to talk freely ab
xuality, racism etc.
health, gender equality, se

To have a say
This category captured the right to have a say about what happens in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults (Right to be heard principle).
Within this category, the responses fell into three overlapping themes.

Respect
Opportunity to Voice Opinions
Support from Older Generations
Respect
Participants identified the respect given to children and young people as one of the best things
about being a young person in Ireland.

en more seriously.
Young people are being tak

Opportunity to Voice Opinions
The young people were appreciative of the opportunities available to them to express their
opinions and have their voices heard.

As young people we are giv
en the facilities to express
ourselves safely as well as
the freedom to explore wh
o
we are as people and who
we want to become.
It is more accessible/easier
to have our voices heard.

60

Consultation with Children and Young People on Children’s Rights 2021
UNCRC, UNCRPD and UPR

As members of Comhairle na nÓg (the formal structures for securing the voice of the child/young
person), the young people were appreciative of the opportunities this offered to express their
opinion and to influence decision-makers.

ies for young people to
There are lots of opportunit
in their schools and on a
influence decision-making
larger scale like nationally.

Opportunities for young pe
ople to have
voices heard from things like
Comhairle,
to have a voice on a nationa
l scale.

Support from Older Generations
One group commented that older generations have supported them in matters important to
young people.

nerations
More support from older ge
in things we believe in.
Young Irish people have lot
s of opportunities in
school, extracurricular, ac
tivism etc., that aren’t
necessarily available ever
ywhere in the world.

3.4 	Young People Question 2
Young people’s views on things they did not like about being a young person echo many of the
messages from the children’s survey (see Figure 2 for example of the completed Padlet screen).
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Figure 12: Padlet output for Question 2

on
i
t
s
e
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What do you not
like about being
a young person in
Ireland today?

1. Grow up

2. Have a good life

All children have the right to
grow up, have food, somewhere
to live, enough money and be
able to go to the doctor

All children have the right
to go to school, to play,
to do fun things and activities

It is hard to find a job as
teenagers are seen to be
unreliable even though our
generation is highly intelligent.

I find it incredibly frustrating
how there is a massive lack of
infrastructure in rural areas which
forces young people to rely on
parents for lifts. Once you leave
cities it is very hard for young
people to travel anywhere.

Education

The Leaving Cert exams focus
more on memory than learning
how to use skills in each subject,
and the implementation of
mandatory subjects (Maths,
English, Irish) means that
people may spend a lot of time
stressing over things they will
never use.

Facilities
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Our education system needs to
be changed. School has a
negative impact on young
people, things such as too much
homework or pressure from
teachers, is bad.

There are not much things to do
for young people, such as on the
weekend there is nothing to do.
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3. What’s best for you

4. Be equal to other people

5. Have a say

All adults should do what is best
for children

All children have the right
to be treated fairly and equally

All children have the right to
have a say about what happens
in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults

I don’t like that teenagers are
labelled and stereotyped by a
lot of the older generation,
especially if we’re seen in a big
group or something.

Stereotypes put on teenagers
by older generation.

The world has developed and
become more modern but the
older generations are only used
to raising us how they were raised
even though times are different

I don’t like the persona that
teenagers are given.
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When we are not listened to, we
have valid opinions but we are
looked down upon due to our
age but the topic affects us!

Not being allowed to express
how I want to without being
judged by the older people.
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Having a good life/Grow up
These two categories are reflected in the Right to life, survival and development principle, and
capture five key themes.

Poverty and Homelessness
Work and Money
Pressure on Parents
Mental Health
Education
Poverty and Homelessness
Poverty and homeless emerged as a dominant message in one of the groups. The young people,
whilst appreciative of the rights they enjoyed, were aware that not all children/young people have
the same experiences, with many living below the poverty line.

There are too many children
the poverty line.

living below

Irish children experience a
lot of food insecurity in
lower income/disadvantag
ed areas where fresh fruit
and vegetables are unreaso
nably expensive.
Work and money
In one of the groups the young people raised the difficulty of getting work as one of the negatives
for young people living in Ireland today.

nagers are seen to
It is hard to find a job as tee
our generation is
be unreliable even though
highly intelligent .
Pressure on parents
The lockdown and school closures were described by some young people as placing an unfair
burden on parents to provide, to educate, and to be the child’s sole source of emotional support.

The family should not be th
e primary educators
of the child as this increase
s illiteracy rates.
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In one group, the young people described situations where, in addition to providing students
with emotional and educational support, parents were expected to absorb financial burden of
cancelled school trips. One young person felt this placed additional pressures on families during
these difficult times.

rents to look after
Can’t always expect the pa
s.
all the young person’s need

Mental health
In two groups, the young people were unhappy with poor mental health support offered in the
school system.

Lack of areas in sc
hool for people to
feel safe when it co
mes to mental heal
th
and in general.

Lack of education on more sensitive
topics such as mental health in schools
and sexuality and eating disorders.

Schools were described as lacking empathy and understanding when students are experiencing loss.

Schools don’t let us expres

s ourselves.

Education
Within the education theme, young people described six areas in need of improvement.

The experience of Covid-19 restrictions in school
The needs of students with learning difficulties and special educational needs
Examinations and assessments
The pressure of passing exams and completing the Leaving Certificate
Compulsory nature of some subjects
Discrimination/Inequality
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The experience of Covid-19 restrictions in school
Whilst many of the primary school children described the pandemic and Covid-19 restrictions as impacting
on their ‘right to a good life’, the young people’s descriptions tended to focus on the school setting.
As might be expected, there was a perceived loss of freedom associated with the Covid-19 lockdown.
Whilst the young people acknowledged the need for the lockdown, some felt they had not been consulted
enough (see also section on Voice for further detail) and, to some extent, experienced some of loss
of liberty.
Within school settings, one young person described feeling isolated when eating alone at lunchtime
as the members of their bubble had left school. Another described the school as having strict
punishments for not adhering to the Covid-19 regulations (e.g., detention for not wearing mask).

allowed out.
Our student council has asked for us to be
lunchtime we
We just want five minutes to get some air. At
ng. If you break
can’t sit without our mask on – except for eati
the rules you get detention.

Young people described how the lockdown’s restrictions impacted on their education.

During the pandemic we were required to go
to school even when
the rates were very high. In our school we didn
’t have the space
for social distancing.
.
It took ages to go from one space to another
We had to eat in the yard.

In our school we were
not allowed outside at
all. There was
no heating during the
winter. Now they have
the heating on
and it’s very hot. Som
e of the windows don’t
open.

for physical
We didn’t have the opportunities

activity.

The school system es
pecially now with
restrictions and chan
ge.
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The impact the Covid-19 lockdown had on the examination procedures was raised in most groups.
The introduction of a form of continuous assessment was welcomed by some of the young people.

rly developed
The coronavirus has shone a light on how poo
ed with the times.
our exams are and how they haven’t develop
to exams.
Most people prefer continuous assessment

However, some of the young people felt there was some inequity in the predictive grading that was
used in the first lockdown.

Predictive gradings are not standardised –
one teacher can be different to another.

The needs of students with learning difficulties and special educational needs
Across the groups, three young people with learning difficulties described their experiences in
mainstream education. One young person on the autism spectrum had to leave mainstream
education and was currently being home-schooled. This young person had to access the UK online
education system as this was not offered within the Irish system.

Education was really difficult as
a person on the autism
spectrum. There weren’t accom
modations made for me
in those systems. It never worke
d for me. The system is
narrow-minded.

. I had to do the
The system is not inclusive
there was no
English [UK] equivalent as
No alternatives.
structured online system.

Pupils with dyslexia also felt the current system did not meet their needs.

I do well with homework but not exams.
I am in fifth year and the one-da
y exam of the Leaving Cert
doesn’t work. I have dyslexia and
the predicted grades for
me is the best thing for me not the
one-day exams.
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I am dyslexic and there isn’t much
for me in school.

People are different bu
t the education
system is the same fo
r everyone.
This message was echoed by others.

School system doesn’t
cater for a variety of pe
ople
who learn differently,
you’re either academ
ic or it
doesn’t serve you.

Examinations and assessments
In general, participants called for a move away from exam only assessments. The young people
were generally unhappy with the Leaving Certificate examination system. A number felt that having
one exam was only a test of memory and was not a good reflection on the student’s ability.

14 years of education

is jammed into two to
three
weeks of exams.

not
People who are better at being diligent are
g get
rewarded. People who are good at crammin
better marks.

Focus on Leaving Cert
- one set of exams
has such a major impa
ct on your life.
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Others were unhappy with the focus on points and securing university places.

Point system
The current exam system e.g., points system.
ege.
makes the Leaving Cert about getting into coll
The topic of compulsory subjects (especially Irish language) was raised in a few of the groups,
particularly the pressure associated with passing these compulsory subjects.

subjects
Less pressure on young people to pass core
hs
for the Leaving Cert e.g., English, Irish and Mat
they
(e.g., not saying they will fail Leaving Cert if
don’t pass one of these subjects).

You could get high
grades in Scient
ific subjects,
but to get into U
niversity you have
to study English
even though you
may not be good
at it .
ory than
The Leaving Cert exams focus more on mem
the
learning how to use skills in each subject, and
lish,
Eng
ths,
implementation of mandatory subjects (Ma
Irish) means that people may spend a lot
use.
of time stressing over things they will never

Limited choice of subjects/activities in school
Within education, groups discussed the differences in the subjects and activities offered to
males and females in the school system. This included the subjects offered and the after-school
activities. They suggested removing this gender difference.

Lots of subjects aren’t taken
on by different genders
e.g., all-girls schools don’t ha
ve engineering or
woodwork, don’t have rugby.
Girls only do things like
yoga and dancing in mixed sch
ools.

I go to a single sex school and we are
not offered the same choices.
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To be equal to others
This category captured the right to be treated fairly and equally (Non-discrimination principle).
Five themes emerged that captured participants’ perceptions of inequalities experienced by young
people in Ireland.

Not being treated equally by adults
Ongoing discrimination (e.g., sexuality, genders, race, religions, etc.)
Geographic inequalities – the (pre-Covid-19) tendency to be Dublin
Centric with many activities taking place in Dublin

Poor transport infrastructure which limits participation in events
and activities in Dublin

Choice of activities/subjects in schools (e.g., gender differences/
single sex schools)

Not being treated equally by adults
Several young people described feeling judged and/or labelled by adults.

eotyped
I don’t like that teenagers are labelled and ster
e seen in
we’r
by a lot of the older generation, especially if
a big group or something.
Stereotypes put on teenagers by older gen
erat

ion.

I don’t like the persona that teenagers are give

n.

For expressing yourself i.e., clothes, hair styl
e/colour,
tattoos/piercings.

Ongoing discrimination
Whilst acknowledging the progress that has been made in Ireland over recent years with the
increased acceptance of diversity, young people in the two groups felt that there are still people who
are not accepting of difference, meaning that some groups of people still experience discrimination.

rent sexualities,
Has a long way to go before people of diffe
themselves
be
genders, races, religions, etc. are able to
without fear of discrimination.
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One group raised the issue of the lack of rights for children and young people in direct provision.

Urban/Rural differences
The urban/rural divide in Ireland was raised by most groups. One group used the term ‘Dublin
Centric’ to capture their experience of the difference. For this group, the tendency to host many
national events and activities (e.g., debating events, culture, and art etc) in locations in Dublin
meant young people from the more isolated counties had to travel long distances to participate.

cult for me.
I have to travel to do anything which is diffi
uldn’t have
A lot of the opportunities are in Dublin. I sho
to go to Dublin for everything.
More people in Dublin so they hav
e more people
to choose from for teams and com
petitions.

Transport/Infrastructure
The poor transport systems in Ireland and associated costs of travel were thought to exacerbate
the divide created by the ‘Dublin Centric’ culture.

to get train to
No trains in Donegal. I have to get bus to Sligo
ning.
Dublin. Early morning and back late in the eve
It’s expensive.

In two groups, the poor infrastructure in rural areas means that young people need to depend on
parents more than young people in urban areas.

massive lack
I find it incredibly frustrating how there is a
young people to
of infrastructure in rural areas which forces
s it is very hard
rely on parents for lifts. Once you leave citie
for young people to travel anywhere.

Lack of transport infrastru
cture
so less independence.

Transport system is so expensive for a young person
who doesn’t have a licence. Yet for a young person
in rural areas you are relying on parents to give you a lift
to places if you can.
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To have a say
This category captured children’s right to have a say about what happens in their lives and to be
taken seriously by adults (Right to be heard principle).
Three themes emerged within this category.

Feeling judged/voice not respected
Not consulted on Covid-19 restrictions
Voice but no influence with decision-makers

Feeling judged/voice not respected by adults
Some young people felt that some older people do not respect younger people’s opinions, and
their voice/opinions are not listened to.

how I want to
Not being allowed to express
er people.
without being judged by the old

When we are not listened
to, we have valid
opinions but we are looke
d down upon due to
our age but the topic affec
ts us!
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Lack of voice with decision-makers
Some young people felt that decision-makers and politicians are not interested in hearing young
people’s views.

arded by politicians.
Young people are often disreg

A number felt that decision-makers had neglected them during the pandemic by not seeking their
views on the restrictions that impacted on their lives.

We were not consulted at
all about our
views on the Covid restricti
ons.
sulted
aven’t been con
Young people h
opinions.
enough on their

We haven’t been consulted at all about the
consequences of lockdown or the effect of the
lockdown on education.

d
We feel very let

own.

Student councils should ha
ve been informed about
the rules. Their suggestions
are not being taken
on. Young people are just
being told they are not
adhering to Covid regulatio
ns.
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3.5	Young People Question 3

3

What is the one thing you wou
ld
change for young people
in Ireland?

Having a good life/To grow up
These two categories capture the Right to life, survival and development principle. Themes
within these categories include:

Work and money
Leisure and culture
Education
Work and money
The importance of job opportunities emerged across the groups, with young people calling
for more job opportunities.

More job opportunitie

s from the age of 16.

Paid employment was considered important for money but also to provide young people with
alternatives.

Be nice for young people to
get jobs and do
something with their lives
rather than going
to the field and drinking.
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One young person commented that employers do not seem keen to employ young people aged
under 16.

Leisure and Culture
Improvements to leisure and cultural facilities and amenities featured in all the group discussions.
These included:
More leisure facilities to allow young people to meet up
More recreation options (e.g., non-competitive activities)
More leisure facilities, particularly in rural areas

Create more stuff for teenagers
to participate in for fun.
More youth facilities where we can
safely meet up.
Fund more youth-based facilities like commun
ity centres
for recreational purposes without joining a
club.
More stuff for young people to do.

Increase youth facilities, particularly in rura
l
areas, there is very little available for young
people to participate in, especially if they are
not
interested in GAA .
More club houses.
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Education
Reforms to the education system emerged as the dominant theme across all groups. Four key
suggestions for change were expressed.
Reforming the examination system to reduce the stress levels associated with the
current system
Offering alternative delivery options to meet needs of students with special
educational needs (e.g., online courses)
Wider choice of subject and removal of some of the mandatory subjects (e.g., Religion/
Irish language)
Reducing the pressure on points/results by promoting alternative pathways

Examination system
The need for improvements in the examination system was a consistent message across all
groups. Young people made several suggestions on ways to reduce some of the stress associated
with the Junior and Leaving Certificate exams, including ways of making them more inclusive of
different learning styles. These suggestions included:
Placing more value on practical continuous assessment option for all subjects
combined with the formal exam
Having two exams per subject rather than the pressure of just one exam

Change the Leaving Cert to have more focu
s
on continual learning and remove unnecessar
y
mandatory subjects for people who don’t nee
d them.
ng,
I would change all the pressure put on schooli
Cert there’s
I think especially in Junior Cert and Leaving
well in exams.
such high expectations to do exceptionally

…having a continuous assessment which repr
esents the young
person’s work ethic throughout their time in
school and not to
have it all comes down to one exam. I would
do this because
some people experience extreme stress and
mess up the
exam on the day.
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Alternative delivery of curriculum (e.g., online courses)
For students whose special educational needs cannot be accommodated in the school system,
one young person suggested offering online delivery of the curriculum (similar to the UK system).

Promoting alternative pathways
Some young people felt that the emphasis on points and CAO applications overshadows the
alternative opportunities available to students.

Leaving Cert/CAO points. It causes massive
stress, is not a fair
reflection on your abilities, and even high poin
ts does not mean you
would be good for the course. For example,
you could get a H1 in maths
but that does not mean you would be good
at an English course. Also, it
ignores all the other options such as trades
and PLC* courses.
* Post Leaving Certificate

In one group, the young people discussed the stigma associated with early school leaving or failing the
traditional exam system. The young people made several suggestions on ways to improve this situation.
Accepting different types of intelligence
Informing young people about the range of opportunities available to continue
education without formal qualifications (e.g., after age 23 students can access
education without Leaving Certificate)

ent ways.
People are smart in differ

Subject choices
In addition to making changes to the examination system, young people discussed the need for
schools to offer a wider choice of subjects.
Offering a wider choice of subjects
All schools to offer the same choices (e.g., regardless of gender)

elcome to people
More different subjects/w
the likes of coding.
who have an interest in
Have the same choice subjects in all schools
so that
everyone gets an equal chance.
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Young people in three of the groups discussed the need for the education system to offer a range
of choices and include subjects/options that prepare young people for adult life.
Include a greater focus on life-skills development (e.g., money management, etc).

Cert.
the layout of the Leaving
ge
an
ch
to
d
an
,
m
ste
Better school sy
and etc.
nior cycle all about bills
se
in
ss
cla
ls
kil
-s
life
d
To also ad
More education on subjects that can have
a huge effect
on a child’s life, rather than just saying don’t
do this
because it’s bad (e.g., misuse of substances)
.

like
and other experiences
ies
nit
rtu
po
op
job
re
Mo
g people to experience
driving and work for youn
s.
how the real-world work
Change the school system to have more sub
jects that
teach you skills you need in life e.g. I will nev
er need to
know the periodic table in the profession I
want but I will
need to know how to cook.

bjects in all schools
Have the same choice su
equal chance.
so that everyone gets an
Mandatory subjects (e.g., English, Religion, Irish, Maths)
During the discussions, the young people questioned the need to pass English, Maths, and Irish
to pass the Leaving Certificate. This requirement was viewed as adding additional pressure on
students. Suggestions included:
Removing the emphasis on particular subjects and the pressure to pass particular
subjects (e.g., Irish language, English and Maths)
Improving the teaching of Irish language

Subjects like Irish are not always useful for people, yet you
need it to enter certain college courses, but History and Art
are viewed as less important.
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Church and school
In two of the groups, the young people discussed the influence of the church on the education
system including the compulsory nature of religious classes, and the pressure of students to take
the sacraments. Suggestions for change included:

The option to attend schools that are not connected to the church
Offering Religion as an optional rather than mandatory subject
Removing the need for children to take the sacraments to attend the school

Religious freedom in schools, we need the Government to run
schools. Schools are not inclusive of all students. Students
are from diverse backgrounds but schools do not cater for
this they only cater for people of different faiths.

To be equal to other people
This category relates to the UNCRC Non-discrimination principle. Young people’s recommendations
to address the current inequalities included:

Addressing inequalities in society (e.g., poverty/homelessness, direct provision)

Making sure that every child
is treated equally.
the same
homelessness
d
n
a
y
rt
ve
o
p
ing in
ople.
Give children liv
leged young pe
vi
ri
p
re
o
m
s
a
opportunities

End direct provision so that every child in
Ireland enjoys all their human rights.
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In one group, there was a call for more safe spaces for young people at risk of exclusion, youth
friendly and safe spaces for vulnerable youth (e.g., LGBTQ, disabilities, emotional distress).
Similarly, young people called for action to address the geographic differences (e.g., urban/rural
differences in facilities, services, and transport).

There is a huge difference in services between urban and rural
areas and there needs to be more access for everyone. I previously
lived in a rural area, I now live in a city and there is a massive
difference. Now so easy to access places and facilities including
school. Needs to be better access for people living in the country.
ore regula
country (e.g., m
e
th
ss
ro
c
a
rt
anspo
s).
Better public tr
trains and buse
le
b
a
d
n
e
p
e
d
and

r

There is a huge difference in services
between urban and rural areas and there
needs to be more access for everyone.

One suggestion to address the urban-rural divide was to become less Dublin-centric in the
planning and delivery of activities and services e.g., have more local facilities for art, culture, music
in different locations.

Have more art and music
facilities in rural areas.
To have a say
As discussed above, the participants identified freedom to express opinions as a positive for
children and young people in Ireland. However, the young people were mindful that not all young
people are facilitated to express their opinions. Recommendations included:

action to raise children’s and young people’s awareness of the different avenues
available to express their opinion on matters important to them
regular input from young people in the Dáil
give young people a greater say on youth matters and education
the Government to demonstrate how they value and act on young people’s opinions
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nities
f their opportu
o
re
a
w
a
le
p
o
e
power.
Make young p
to by people in
d
e
n
te
lis
e
b
to

Have the Government show that they value young people’s
voices as more than simply perfunctory and instead take our
opinions into consideration.

Youth have more optio
ns, freedom and choi
ce. As well as a
huge say when it com
es to politics/how the
country is run.
When it comes to yout
h matters and educat
io
n, majority of
the say should be from
the actual younger ge
neration not
adults as we are the on
es living it.

Be represented at a national level by a young person like a
young person’s report made in the Dáil every month so they
know what they can do to help us and listen to us.
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Figure 13: Padlet output for Question 3

on
i
t
s
e
Qu
3

What is one thing
you would chang
e
for young people
in Ireland?

1. Grow up

2. Have a good life

All children have the right to
grow up, have food, somewhere
to live, enough money and be
able to go to the doctor

All children have the right
to go to school, to play,
to do fun things and activities

More job opportunities for
young people.

Have the same choice subjects
in all schools so that everyone
gets an equal chance.

More different subjects/
welcome to people who have an
interest in the likes of coding.

Awareness

More things for young people
to do in their free time.

Be nice for young people to get
jobs and do something with
their lives rather than going to
the field and drinking.

More education on subjects
that can have a huge effect on
a child’s life, rather than just
saying don’t do this because
it’s bad (e.g., misuse of
substances).
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3. What’s best for you

4. Be equal to other people

5. Have a say

All adults should do what is best
for children

All children have the right
to be treated fairly and equally

All children have the right to
have a say about what happens
in their lives and to be taken
seriously by adults

More incentives for social
workers to stay in youth work as
many people leave after a few
years to work in other sectors.

End direct provision so that
every child in Ireland enjoys all
their human rights.

Give children living in poverty
and homelessness the same
opportunities as more privileged
young people.

Making sure that every child
is treated equally.

There is a huge difference in
services between urban and
rural areas and there needs to
be more access for everyone.
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I would like to improve
infrastructure in certain areas
specifically rural areas.
Transport system is so
expensive for a young person
who doesn’t have a licence.
You are relying on parents to give
you a lift to places if you can.
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3.6	Young People Question 4

In the final session, two of the groups (excluding the YAG) were offered an online poll asking them
the fourth question ‘How do you feel young people’s rights are valued?’. The young people were all
asked to select a score from 1 - 10 in answer to the question. Table 7 provides a summary of the poll
by the online group. The majority from both groups provide a score of more than 5 (Group 1
73% Group 2 85%). Only a small number gave low scores for their assessment of how young
people’s rights are valued.
Table 7: Poll score by Online Group

Score highest to lowest

Group 1
n(%)

Group 2
n(%)

10

1(6)

1(5)

9

0

1(5)

8

1(11)

6(32)

7

7(39)

6(32)

6

3(17)

2(11)

5

3(17)

2(11)

4

1(6)

0

3

0

1(5)

2

1(6)

0

1

0

0

After the session, the facilitators asked the young people if they had any reasons for the score
they had given. In response, some young people stated the score they had given and their reasons
for the score, others just provided their reasons (Table 8 provides examples of their reasons).
Overall, the respondents acknowledged that young people’s rights were generally valued in Ireland.
However, they were aware that not all children in Ireland, such as children who are homeless or in
direct provision or special care, were able to enjoy (or access) all of their rights.
Based on the post poll discussions, reiterating their responses to Question 3, the following areas
were identified for further attention.
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Housing the need to address homelessness and poverty in Ireland.
Leisure Young people acknowledged that for many young people the available
sporting facilities and options (e.g., GAA) meets their needs, but for some other young
people, the lack of choice and facilities hinders Leisure, Culture and Play.

Education The education system is not flexible and responsive to the different
needs of young people. The lack of choice of subjects with the compulsory teaching
of Irish language was viewed by some to act against young people’s voice and choice in
the system.

Healthcare Still too much inequity in the system.
Participation/Voice of child More meaningful participation in terms of audience
and influence. Ensuring the voices of the more seldom heard young people are sought.
The Government should value young people’s views and opinions, and act on the findings
from consultations. Encourage bottom-up consultations based on the suggestions from
children and young people, not just top-down Government driven agendas.
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Table 8: Summary of Post Poll Discussion: (What score did you give and why did you give this score?)

Score given
on poll

7

Reason why

In general, good opportunities and good basic rights but there is quite a disparity between
those who are privileged and those who do not have basic needs need – it comes down to
chance of where you are/who you are
I gave it a 7. I would probably have marked this higher on any random day, but after doing the
padlets today, I have lowered my score.

6

A lot more that they could be doing. For all of us. Healthcare system isn’t great. It affects
everyone. There is a focus on money and economics, not on housing and healthcare.
Priorities are not right. Not doing enough. Dragging their feet. Doing stuff so they don’t get in
trouble for doing nothing.
If not into sports, not good – not many opportunities. Good opportunities if you are into sports.
I gave a 5 – the Government are making an effort. Recently there has been a load of
consultations with young people. This is good to see but more needs to be done.

5

Government is making an effort – climate bill – only happening now – more needs to be done.
Vote at 16 is soon, though. There is progress.
I think they try to do stuff to make us happy, but they only half do it e.g., climate change – they
do enough to stop people complaining but it is not enough.
I gave it a 5 because there is a 50:50 chance you will feel your rights are valued or not – it
depends on your interests [situation]. When we ask [for specific rights] we do not get them.
Depends on the interests [situation] of young people.

2

Young people’s voice is tokenistic – not respected until we reach 18 and can vote.
I gave a 2 – the reason it is so low is because there is a lot of organisations and initiatives set up
to listen to young people, but these do not always amount to actually listening. To me it looks
like young people are “used as accessories”…
It seems once we turn 18, then we become valuable to the Government. Until we can vote, we
are not seen as fully respectable.
Low score: I put a low score because I don’t think young people’s voices are heard unless
Government/decision-makers want to hear us. We are only asked opinions when decisionmakers want an answer to a specific question.

Low score
or no score
mentioned

It’s important to note our poll results were quite high on average. We get lots of opportunities
to voice our opinions. Other groups (of young people) are under-represented including
minorities, asylum seekers, those in direct provision. Many young people do not have this
opportunity (to voice their opinions and if they did) poll would be a lot lower.
Homeless crisis, direct provision, special care education.
You can see previous media on the UNCRC, improvements have been made.
I agree with everything that has been said about how little of us are represented. It can be
difficult, our voices tend to be the same as our friends. Difficult for people to have their own
opinions. Difficult for voices of all young people to be heard.
Young people are the future. In school, some teachers are trying to teach you to write an
essay by yourself instead of learning things off. Like that expression – ‘give a man a fish/
teach a man to fish’ – giving someone their own words instead of giving them someone
else’s words. Some teachers are already trying to do this.
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Appendix 2a: Mentimeter Poll (YAG)
YAG Mentimeter Poll on Children’s Rights in everyday life (completed by seven young people in the YAG)

access
opinions voiced
education
play
equal
shelter and protection

food and water
love safety togetherness
opportunity

safeguard
loving home
equality
equality
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Appendix 2b: Poll Question 4 (young people)
10
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9

0%

8

11%

Score

7

39%

6

17%

5

17%

4
3
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2
1
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Appendix 3a: Questionnaire for primary school pupils

What’s the best thing about
being a child in Ireland?

What do you not like about
being a child in Ireland?
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ld
What is one thing you wou nd?
a
change for children in Irel

Draw a pict
ure...

Age:

Gender:

Class:

My picture can be used in the Government report. Tick box: Yes or No
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Appendix 3b: Poster for Task 2 Lesson

The UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child is a list of the rights for every child
up to 18. The government has promised
to make these rights a reality for all
children and young people in Ireland.

2

1

Have a good
life
All children

p
Growhauve the

h
right to go to ave the
play and do school, to
and activitie fun things
s.

, have
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All ch to grow up e to live,
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food, h money a doctor.
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able t

3

What’s best
for you do

ould
All adults sh for
t
what is bes
.
n
childre

4
be equal to
other people

All children h
a
right to be tr ve the
eated
fairly and eq
ually.

5
have a say
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All children have about
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a
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seriously by
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Appendix 4 : Summary of Padlet themes and
sub-themes for each of the three questions
(Young People)
Question 1: Positives
To grow up

Basic needs are met
• Majority of young people have basic needs met

• War free country
Right to be a child
• Children are protected from having to work or having responsibilities (e.g., taxes)

• Enjoy amenities
Safe and protected in Ireland
• We already have our basic needs met e.g., food, water, health, amenities and services
Freedom
• Not a war-torn country

• Generally safe place
Work/Money
• Good wages for young people
Having a good life

Pride in country
• Clean air, country side and open spaces. Culture and arts
Leisure
• Sport and leisure facilities
Youth-based services
• Leisure and social including mental health services
Opportunities and facilities
• Movies and leisure facilities and services (e.g., cinemas/leisure/museums)

• Lots of sports activities
Education
• Right to education

• Public education is free and college not expensive compared to some countries
• Not in student debt if qualify for grant
What’s best for you

Right to family
• We have chance to stay with parents and some children don’t have this

Be equal to
other people

Accepting society
• More accepting society e.g., religion, sexuality, gender etc
Greater freedom
• More openness to discuss different issues

To have a say

Respect
• Freedom to express views

• Young people’s views are being taken seriously
Voice
• Opportunity to have voices heard at national stage e.g., Comhairle na nÓg

• Voice can be heard at EU e.g., Irish Second Level Students Union
Support from older generations
continued
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Question 2: Negatives
To grow up

Lack of freedom/Loss of liberty
• Covid-19 lockdown resulted in less freedom
Work and money
• Hard for young people to find work
Pressure on parents
• Covid-19 lockdown placed unfair burden on parents

Having a good life

Education
• System very narrow – not inclusive

• Not enough options or accommodations made for students with SEN
(e.g., ASD/dyslexia)

• Covid-19 predictive grading not standardised
• Leaving Cert assessment dependent on exams which depends on memory (which adds to
pressure)

• Education system overly focused on points for university
• Limited choice of subjects/activities in schools
• Poor support with mental health
Peer pressure
• Feeling judged

• Pressure to confirm to societal norms
• Everything documented online
Be equal to
other people

Not equal to adults
• (see education re SEN)

• Still some discrimination (e.g., homophobia, gender, race, religions, etc.).
Geographic inequalities

• The (pre-Covid-19) tendency to be Dublin Centric with many activities taking place in Dublin
• Children in Direct Provision not having the same rights as other children
To have a say

Lack of voice
• Opinions not sought during lockdown

• Not all young people are aware of structures to have voice heard
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Report to DCEDIY Child Care Legislation and Children’s Rights Policy Unit (CCLCRU)

Question 3: Changes

To grow up

Work and money

• More work opportunities
Having a good life

Leisure

• More youth centres/recreation without needed to join club
• More facilities in rural area
• More sporting opportunities (non-competitive/alternatives to GAA)
Education

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Be equal to
other people

Reform to examination procedures. Options of assessment and exam
Alternative delivery options e.g., online programmes
More choice of subjects
Increase focus on life-skills development
Irish and Religion as optional subjects
Irish as option rather than mandatory subject
Reduced pressure on points – more alternative pathways
Option to attend secular schools – remove influence of the church

To be equal

• Reduce voting age
• Address inequalities in society (e.g., homelessness, poverty, direct provision)
Rural equality

• Become less Dublin centric
• Transport (better and cheaper)
• More facilities in rural areas
Accept diversity

• Celebrate other cultures/diversities
• More safe spaces for vulnerable young people (LGBTQI, children with disabilities etc).
Intergenerational dialogue

• Try not to judge young people – let adults and young people talk things through
To have a say

Promote Youth Participation

•
•
•
•
•

Increase awareness of structures
Make young people aware of their opportunities to be listened to by people in power
Have slot for regular input from young people in the Dáil
Give young people a greater say on youth matters and education
Government to demonstrate how they value young people’s voices
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